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WEST WIND 

PRESIDENT     
John Kliffen  

   
It’s been extremely sad circumstances which have forced Matt Mitchell to resign as our class President and I’m particular-
ly humbled he nominated me as his successor. I’m a relatively quiet guy so while most the Wellington fleet will know me 
reasonably well, I expect that sailors in other regions might not. So here’s a bit of an introduction. I’ll be competing at the 
upcoming Zephyr Nationals at Tauranga which will be an opportunity for me to get to meet more ZOA members. 

I consider myself as a relatively late starter as a sailor.  I joined Worser Bay Boating Club (WBBC) after taking a 
learn to sail course in 1999/2000 and bought a part-share in a Sunburst as a novice sailor and I’ve been hooked into the 
thrills and spills of centreboard sailing ever since. I sailed Sunbursts from 2000 to 2015 which included a few seasons on 
the WBBC general committee and two seasons as WBBC Commodore. 

I purchased Zephyr #92 in Nov-14 which added to WBBC’s growing Zephyr fleet and at some point I also pur-
chased Salthouse GRP hull #609 as a build project. I finally completed it in Nov-20 with some help from the extra garage 
time put in during the COVID lockdowns and also after the class rule vote on carbon fibre was finalised over winter 2019.  

I was elected to the ZOA Exec in 2015 and became the Wellington regional chairman in 2017. 
The beauty of this class is that it appeals to the weekend sailor and has enough performance to appeal to sailing 

rockstars who have an eye to Kiwi tradition.  
The generations of Zephyrs built by various boat builders have all proved to be similarly competitive and it’s still 

the skill of the best sailor which succeeds in a contest rather than the tricks on the boat, which is something I’m keen to 
preserve.  

 We’re very lucky to have followed a legacy of strong leadership in the class Exec committee which has ensured 
an ongoing supply of class compliant hulls, spars, sails and components. The transition to GRP hulls and a new producer of 
tapered aluminium masts  is firmly in place.  

I’m looking forward to seeing an increased diversity of sailors joining the class. Also, more female and youth sail-
ors – along with a higher percentage of our fleet wearing helmets or protective headgear.  

            

 SECRETARY/EDITOR 
Brian Peet 

 
I can only echo John’s words  with respect to the very challenging circumstances that lead Matt Mitchell to step aside 
from the ZOA President’s role. Fortunately, he remains an Exec member, so hopefully his experience, yacht racing depth 
of understanding and wisdom will be available for the foreseeable future. 
 Matt agreed to take on the role in 2020 after a particularly turbulent and polarising period in the Zephyr class history. 
The class faced the very real possibility of imploding— members from that time will recall the confrontational events and 
the uncertainty that ensued. Matt’s arrival was a breath of  administrative fresh air, backed by a CV of exceptional level. 
With boatbuilding and international racing experience from the very top of our sport, this class was extremely fortunate 
to shoehorn him into the role. Under his watch the carbon issues were resolved, the Mackay GRP Zephyr development 
completed, new mast production resumed and guaranteed spar extrusion supply brought under ZOA’s umbrella.   
 Matt’s no-nonsense approach to class leadership was exactly what was needed at that time and made life much more 
straightforward for his Exec than might otherwise have been the case. Thanks so much Matt, we continue to be indebted 
to you. 
 With John’s departure as WZO chairman, Keith Fraser has kindly offered to step into the vacant position. Thanks Keith 
for keeping admin continuity alive and well. 
 On the West Wind front, I’m back being editor— an alternate option didn’t eventuate. This issue covers the pre-
Christmas NI & SI championships, a helpful update on halyard locking options and the 2025 Tauranga nationals timetable.  
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SOUTH ISLAND CHAMPS 

John Boraston 
 

The new season started early for the South Islanders with many clubs across the region kicking off Opening Days early 
September. While the temperatures have been a lot warmer over the latest period, the early part of the season reminded 
us all of the coolness of our ocean and the effect of the wind chill factor. 

This early start also impacted upon some of the CZOA’s events, with our championship events hosted by our 
supporting clubs being a bit earlier in the year. 

This was the case with our South Island Champs, hosted by the Pigeon Boating Club, based on the outer coast-
line of Banks Peninsula on November 2 and 3rd. Pigeon Bay is locally renowned as a body of water that experiences clean 
breezes and a sea state that suits the Zephyr very well, with a club that is very hospitable and capable for events such as 
ours.  

This was a scheduled five race series with three races Saturday 2nd with two back-to-back on Sunday. Despite the 
earlier than normal date for this event 19 Zephyrs entered, with one from Nelson, Graeme Henry, the current holder of 
the trophy. 

Day 1, Saturday started in a brisk but manageable nor easter with the second in the dying and shifty remnants of 
this breeze which eventually faded away after the race finished. The standout between the two races was the significant 
shift in places for a large part of the fleet between the two races, the President included. 

The scheduled 3rd race for Saturday was eventually abandoned and we were sent ashore due to a boisterous 
south westerly heading up the coast of the South Island towards us. This proved a wise move as we all got ashore safely, 
decided best not to have another race for the day and the SW duly arrived with gusts reaching 45 plus knots down the 
bay. Heavy rain and even a very light powdering of snow on the high peninsula peaks overnight. 

We had already decided the 3rd Saturday race would be rescheduled for Sunday with three races to be sailed 
back-to-back instead for the two planned. 

Sunday morning saw us on the water on time with initially a light breeze, but typically with a dying SW like this, 
with squally winds coming through from many directions and with not only strong winds but rain and sleet too. Those 
who ended up testing the sea water found it a very cold experience. Again, the shifty conditions meant some significant 
placement changes between races for most competitors but as usual those in the top 5 managed to find their way 
through these hurdles better than most. 

Graeme Henry, the current holder not only brought the trophy down with him, as a good sport should, but also 
managed to win the 24-25 series, although only by a very fine margin over second place getter Hamish Atkinson. One 
point between them and mainly driven by who had the higher place available to drop. This series has provision for one 
drop providing four or more races are held. However, the top five placegetters stood out due to their very consistent 
places for the full five races and their performance was outstanding and well deserved. 

1st. Graeme Henry “Blue Rinse #160    7points 
2nd.Hamish Atkinson “Mint” #101    8 points 
3rd. Don LePage “Front Runner” #256   13 points 
4th.Cameron Jones “Zonda” #152     16 points 
5thKieran McDonald “Kiwi Monograms” #330 17 points 
Both Cameron and Kieran were racing in borrowed boats, there own under maintenance at the time, and was a 

standout result with these “ junior “sailors within our fleet showing the older hands the way to go. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

◄   In lieu of photos from the SI Champs, this is one from the 

archives showing a South Island constructed Zephyr captioned, 

“Outside the shed where Gary Matthews  assembled the jig and is 

building the first hull from it.” 
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NORTH ISLAND CHAMPS 
Brian Peet  

 
The 2024 North Island Champs were hosted by Lake Taupo Yacht Club in conjunction with their major pre-Christmas re-
gatta. The friendly, welcoming club volunteers and their club’s superb location made this yet another great Zephyr event. 
This year saw a range of NW 5-20 knots over the two days, providing shifty offshore, flat-water conditions. This led to 
snakes and ladders traps or opportunities depending on decisions made. For those of us not concentrating, a quick re-
freshing rinse in the bracing water quickly focused the mind. 

Twenty-three sailors from Auckland, Tauranga and Wellington congregated at this unique venue for what turned 
out to be a fantastic weekend of racing, with the usual suspects leading the way. This is the first time in many years the 
top two boats were tied on equal points with each having three first placings. It was only by dint of one more second plac-
ing did Andrew Brown pip Rod Dawson for the overall win. Rod led after the first day, but Andrew did better on the sec-
ond day. So close was their tussle that both also had sixth place discards. That’s what you get when two former national 
champs slug it out toe to toe. 

Only a few points behind were Greg Wright and Mike Drummond, the latter also taking out a race win. Any slips 
from the first two could easily have ended in a reshuffle of top positions. The rest of us were left to battle amongst our-
selves to establish the remaining pecking order. Handicap winner was Hansie Eichholz who sailed comfortably above his 
regular fleet ranking. 

The Lake Taupo Yacht Club committee said they were keen to host us next year, so it looks like this venue will be 
the ongoing location for our North Island championship.  

 

▲North Island Champs, Taupo 9-10 November 2024 

L-R Greg Wright,  Andrew Mikkelsen, Glenn Tassicker, Brian Peet, Andrew Brown, Tony Miller, Guy Taylor-Smith, Mark Tillet , Peter 

Busfield and Mike Drummond 
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▲Andrew Brown 2024 North island Zephyr champion sailing #328. 
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ZEPHYR HALYARDS 

For many years Zephyr sailors and the Exec have discussed how our mast-head halyard locks fail to meet the YNZ Centreboard Classes 

Safety Regulation #5 and what, as a class, we should do about this. It hasn’t helped that the reg is written in a way that can be taken to 

mean different things to different people: - 

 

Yachts shall be fitted with a quick release mechanism (not a bolt, lashing or screw shackle), or a halyard, which allows the mainsail to be 

lowered from both the deck and the masthead, or, in the case of a pocket luff sail or rigid aerofoil, a mechanism which allows the entire 

rig to be lowered quickly and easily. 

 

  The overwhelming majority of Zephyrs are fitted with locks of Ronstan design, but unlocking the halyard from within the cockpit is 

almost impossible. This became a serious issue at the 2024 Lyttleton nationals. One day when racing was abandoned due to 30+ knot 

winds the downwind arrival to the concrete ramp was hazardous – to the point of dangerous if it weren’t for the hoard of shoreside 

helpers.  Lowered sails would’ve been advantageous to both sailors and the volunteers.  

 This article explores three alternatives, two of which have been proved in practice and the third, at an advanced stage of develop-

ment by Mike Drummond. Mike’s alternative looks like it will be the most versatile, best option for solving the issue Zephyr sailors face. 

  

Inverted Keyhole 

Home-made with mounting screw holes at identical centres to the Ronstan RF191 fitting. Pulling down on halyard from inside the cock-

pit disengages halyard knot through the keyhole, thus releasing the halyard. I made this one in my workshop one evening out of 17mm 

x 1.45 mm stainless sheet, using basic tools. I’ve used it for several months without problem. The sail has been dropped in adverse 

onshore conditions, rolled up and the boat hauled onto its beach trailer stern-to-wind with minimum drama.  

 

 

 

 

Flick release halyard lock 

Steve Pyatt’s home-made fitting is also capable of in-cockpit release with a quick pull-down and flick release. The sharp prong ends are 

shielded by adding either a stainless fitting (middle photo) or foam glued to either side (RH photo). Steve has used both these lock ar-

rangements for many years and reports complete satisfaction. 
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Self-locking and rehoist re-design of 1966 patented design (PTO for plans & photos) 

This option is likely to be the best solution for Zephyrs, with a simple lock/unlock/relock capability. This can be comfortably operated 

from within the cockpit for raising, lowering and re-raising functions.  

Mike has redesigned the 1966 patented headsail version to suit Zephyr mainsail needs and is currently up to prototype #8. All were 

CNC designed, laser-printed, with the most recent made from carbon re-enforced plastic. Anyone interested in this option best contact 

Mike directly. mikedrummond@outlook.com  

◄Mike Drummond’s 8th prototype Zephyr halyard lock 

fitting. The knot is displayed in the fully hoisted locked 

position.  

◄The halyard pulled down a few millimetres allowing the knot 

to enter the escape tunnel, enabling sail lowering. 

◄The 1966 genoa halyard lock patent drawings. 
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UPCOMING REGATTAS 
 

Auckland Champs Howick -  1-2 Feb 2025  
National Champs, Tauranga  -   4-8 Mar 2025 
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Class Contacts 

President     John Kliffen     john.kliffen@spark.co.nz 
Secretary    Brian Peet      peetfamily@orcon.net.nz     
Treasurer    Tony Miller     tjmiller39@outlook.com       
Auckland Fleet   Bruce Craies    bruce.craies@gmail.com 
Tauranga Fleet   Mark Thomas    thomasmark@xtra.co.nz   
Wellington Fleet  Keith Fraser    fraserball321@gmail.com 
Canterbury Fleet  John Boraston    boraston74@gmail.com  
  

Des Townson was a yacht designer and boatbuilder     
responsible for a unique body of work which filled a    
special niche in New Zealand’s rich boating history. This 
book chronicles his life and design work through his own 
recollections and those of his family, close friends and 
associates. Within the 334 pages are 116,000 words inter-
spersed with 400 photos and boat plans providing rich 
context to a remarkable story from a bygone era.  
 
Lawrence Schaffler, Editor, Boating NZ: -  
“Townson – the man, the sailor, the designer, the builder 
– is wonderfully presented in Peet’s biography. He writes 
with an easy, conversational style and includes plenty of 
warm, colourful anecdotes which I’m sure will be news to 
even the most seasoned of Townson scholars.”  
 
Roger McMillan, Editor, www.mysailing.com.au    
“This is a book that every Kiwi sailor should buy. It’s    
magnificently illustrated with photos and drawings of 
many of the designs and it chronicles the life of an inter-
esting and significant contributor to the sport of sailing. 
Peet is an excellent storyteller. The book is well-written, 
with a good balance of anecdotes and technical  
detail.” 
 
Roy Dickson, International Yachtsman: -  
“An absolutely fabulous book. I’ve read many yachting 
design books and none of them gets close to what Brian 
Peet has created.” 

 The Definitive Townson Biography  
Available from peetfamily@orcon.net.nz  $80 
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