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EDITORIAL
This issue is pretty much devoted to reporting on the recent National
Championship and some pleasing developments in the class. | had
enough content for at least four pages, but not enough for six, so this
issue may look a bit cramped. Never mind.
A very enjoyable few days were spent contesting the Nationalsin Ti-
maru, and as with past National contests, we took the opportunity to
hold an informal meeting of the ZOA. As an informal meeting, deci-
sions reached are not necessarily binding upon the Executive, but they
will obviously note the expression of opinion.
Cedar Hulls
Alex raised the idea of completing the cedar hulls to the hull, decks
and undercoated stage (at the moment it is hull, buoyancy tanks and
deck beams) perceiving that potential Zephyr sailors may be put off
by the amount of work still to be done to get onto the water. This
prompted a discussion of our approach to building new hulls, and to
what stage.
Current demand for hulls is light, so the current policy of completing
a stock hull to the tanks and deck beams stage was also questioned,
given that the association carries that opportunity cost of some $2000
in assets on its books. (At present we fund the stock hull, plus enough
cedar to plank and maintain the building jig for the next boat). It was
felt that the best course would be to only complete boats to the tanks
and deck beams stage on receipt of an order, thus limiting the risk to
the ZOA of an unsold hull. Interest in new hulls may be picking up a
bit in Auckland so the AZO folk may feel differently about this. Any
final decision would need to be guided by their observations.
National Contest Venues
Current feeling has been to try a bottom of the North/top of the South
approach for awhile. We missed out on Nelson (the catamarans were
there) this year, so the intention was to sound them out for two years
time. Subsequent to the meeting, | heard that the Wellington region
was hosting the P and Starling contests and may be interested in
Zephyrstoo. | have written to both Nelson and Wellington to explore
the possibility of having the next two events there. Nelson have re-
plied, indicating a willingness to host our contest. However, they
have indicated it would be easier if we supplied our own Race Officer
and some other aspects of race organisation. We will work through
the issues with them and keep you posted.
AGM at National Contests
Alex observed that our current practice of a mid-year AGM, usually
in conjunction with a regional meeting, made it difficult to get a na-
tionally representative meeting. It seems more sensible to have the
AGM at the National Champs, where input from visiting sailors may
give better balance. Alex and | will do some more work on this, but
we may hold a short AGM mid year to satisfy the Constitutional re-
quirements to have it before September each year, then have next
year's AGM about six months later at the National Champs.
Completion Costs for Zephyrs
One of the gaps in our information to prospective buyers of the new
hull has been an estimate of completion costs. | have listed and
costed the various items on a Zephyr hull with the aid of a Christ-
church’s Marine Mail Agency catalogue. Space does not permit its
publication in this issue, but it will appear next time. Anyone inter-
ested can contact me for a copy.

(Editorial continued on page 4)
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The new year has started off on &,
apositive note and it was pleas- |,

ing to see four families from the
North Island at the recent na-
tional contest at Timaru. There is a report on that
contest in this bulletin. | just want to emphasise the
importance of public relations and interest in the class
when owners take the opportunity to visit other clubs
and contests.

Yacht clubs throughout New Zealand are the back-
bone of any class. Building a strong Zephyr fleet
within your club gives you the ability to visit and pro-
mote the class to your neighbouring clubs and foster
interest in renovating boats. Auckland AZO is show-
ing the way forward with an excellent newsletter to
kick start their season. Thanks to Bob Allen and
Dennis Craig for raising the flag and promoting con-
tests and clubs events over the next 2/3 months. Look
forward to reading reports of these events.

There is some positive news in from the Glendowie
Boating Club. Thisclub has a past history of a strong
Zephyr fleet and is keen to rebuild numbers. One
member has purchased the new cedar glassed hull
#258 and has placed an order for a new rig and sail.
Glendowie Club is looking for Zephyrs ready to sail
or renovate so if you have a boat that needs a new
home please get in touch with Bob or Dennis. | un-
derstand that the fleet from French Bay will visit
Glendowie early in March.

Changeable weather conditions in Canterbury has not
put a dampener on the fleet with good turnouts at all
clubs over the holiday period. | have had good vibes
from a recent meeting of CZOA and | hear that Rus-
sell Wenham will be producing another newsletter
soon. Boats #45 and #182 have new owners and |
hear they are keen to join the association.

At the national contest we had an informal meeting
with members and Rob will give a brief summary of
what was discussed. We explored the possibility of
shifting the national AGM to coincide with the annual
contest but the more we thought of that idea the more
impractical it became. We will look at formalising a
general meeting at national contestsin order for mem-
bers to have their say and practical ideas and thoughts
can be followed up. Minutes from this meeting along
with any remits, rule changes etc would be recorded
and voted accordingly at the AGM. If itisthe general
wish that this be so then a statement of intent will
have to be made at the next Zephyr AGM in August/

(Continued on page 2)
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NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP REPORT
Timaru Yacht and Powerboat Club
Jan 4"-7"" 2001
Glen McKenzie successfully retained the National Zephyr Class
Championship withal,1,1,1,1,5,1, 2 record in Timaru. However,
a couple of uncharacteristic finishes (5th in Race 6 and 2nd in Race 8)
offers the prospect that his hold on the trophy may have relaxed
dightly! Once again, Timaru turned on a very enjoyable event with
pretty good sailing conditions and an enjoyable social programme.

Some eight or so boats ventured out on Wednesday evening for a pre-
contest warm up sail in a moderate SE breeze and doppy seas. The
dolphins that characterised the event two years ago were very much in
evidence, but seemingly not quite as plentiful. Certainly, there were
no claims of sailor overtaking them on reaches as was the case two
years ago!

The event proper got underway with a practice race on Thursday
morning. Race Officer Bill Frater must have thought we all looked
pretty polished, as the race only lasted about 25 minutes! Race 1 after
lunch saw 10-12 knots of SE breeze in lumpy sea conditions. The
wind moderated for Race 2 but the seas remained, favouring those that
could maintain boat speed in these conditions. The day ended with a
BBQ meal in the club house.

Race 3 on Friday morning was abandoned after the first triangle when
fog rolled in from seawards and began to restrict visibility. Fortu-
nately it cleared over an extended lunch time break. Race 3 was re-
sailed in 5-8 knots of breeze followed by Race 4 in moderating condi-
tions. The now familiar lumpy seas and light to moderate winds sorted
out those able to maintain boat speed in such conditions.

Saturday saw a four race schedule planned. Race 5 saw a 12-15 knot
SE breeze with good surfing conditions at times. The breezed eased
throughout the day and was down to 5-8 knots for Race 8. The right
side of the course was definitely favoured in the last two races to the
degree that there was something of a procession to the right hand cor-
ner.

Sunday morning was overcast and calm. A pre-race meeting of skip-
pers elected to set a deadline of 1200 hrs for the start of the race. The
fleet struggled out to the starting area and an E-SE breeze looked like
building as the start time approached. However by 1200 hrs deadline
the wind did not look like settling so the event was concluded.

The Christchurch firm of McKenzie, Jamieson (now Invercargill, ad-
mittedly) Le Page, Ineson and Beere dominated the pointstable. Colin
Maddren in #253, Ebbtide Express, a familiar boat in South Island wa-
ters, showed he was competitive after a relatively short time in the
class. Luke McAllum, usually found in Starlings or keel boats, acquit-
ted himself well in father Andy’s #3, Anitra. A series of new facesin
the class, Mark Nichols, Keith Paine, Graham Bridges and Craig Ham-
ilton filled the middle order around evergreen Andy Holland ahead of
the more familiar faces of Phil Gurnsey, Rob Ebert, Russell Wenham,
Ron Mackie, Graeme Hore, Trevor Wenham and Peter Stokell. Class
newcomer Jeff Peak battled it out with Alex Aitken, with Brenda Tay-
lor making her first appearance in a yachting contest. The lightish
winds and sloppy seas challenged most sailors at time, with several
having to discard a“horror” race!

We are especialy indebted to Jon Olds for making the contest possi-
ble. Jon has run two events for us now. His enthusiasm for yachting
and his generosity in offering his home for a BBQ makes him a valued
friend of the Zephyr class. No event can run without a Race Officer,
so we are also indebted to Bill Frater and his team for making the rac-
ing possible. Austin Ebert laboured away on the ramp, storing and
retrieving trolleys, so the arrivals and departures were smooth and
dightly orderly.

Thanksto all that came and competed. See you next year.

(Continued from page 1)
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You may be just interested to know who won the ma-
jor spot prize of a new sail at the Timaru nationals.
The winner was Glen McKenzie #309. However, due
to reasons that only Glen knows the new sail was put
up for auction and the successful bidder was Keith
Paine from Hamilton who owns #18 Shiralee. Doyle
Sailswill courier anew two tone blue sail to Keithina
few weeks.

On the trading side, there has been interest for some
time on what it costs to finish off a new Zephyr com-
plete with launching trolley. Rob Ebert has kindly of-
fered to put together some facts and figures. Whilst
the class association lay down strict rules governing
the construction of the hull, mast, boom and sail, there
is ample opportunity to use your talents and skills to
suit your budget. Now that #258 has been sold the
association has committed funds and the builder is
waiting to complete cedar glass hull #259. Before we
give the builder approval to proceed we need to have a
firm order. Comment has been made that new hulls
are very tiff and maintenance is able to be kept to a
minimum. This could have definite appeal as many of
the early built Zephyr hulls require much time and ef-
fort keep them up to racing standard. With the up-
surge in interest in buying and selling within the class
and addition of new hulls this has a positive spin off in
keeping market values stable.

We have sold all the current stock of sails and have
ordered another batch. Please note, if you want a
coloured sail please give me your order now. If itis
made with the batch then it is sold at $585.00. A one
off will cost extra (approx $100.00). Good Sailing!

ZEPHYRSFOR SALE

#215 Minx
Alloy rig, galvanised boat trailer and well looked after
Contact: Allan Richardson (07) 856 7796
Fax (07) 8556928
email richkiwi @ihug.co.nz
#34 Pussyfoot
Contact Peter Skilbeck (07) 388 1115 (Taihape)
#116 Frith
Contact Barry Mackie (07) 849 6556
#156 Chinook
Wooden rig, beach trolley, road trailer, good sail.
Needs minor repairs
Contact Rick Cable 03 312 2667
#171 Tania
Contact Ted Frankham or Dennis Craig 09 817 6862
#32 Dee Dee
Needs a new deck, wooden rig, two sails, road trailer
Contact: Neville Riley 09 534 3753

#92 Zonda
Road trailer and beach trolley
Contact: Bill Ackland 04 565 1696
#209 Born Free
Wooden rig, launching trolley & road trailer
Contact: Frank Pinion 03 352 6462
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Contestants
and their craft
in Timaru

i crossed, he righted his boat and at-
gy tempted to cross again, but got into
g irons and sailed backwards over it a sec-
ond time!

Peter Stokell earned plaudits for the
best explanation for acapsize. “ | sailed
| over some weed” he said. “It did not
emerge behind my boat, nor did it when
| lifted my dagger board. | had no op-
tion but to capsize my boat and see

THE LIGHTER SIDE

Whenever a group of people get together, there are aways
some moments worth recording. As always at Nationa
Champs, the Sheriff was on hand to solicit misdemeanors,
misadventures, accidents, mistakes, breakages etc, with small
tokens of recognition. Usually we reserve at least one prize
for Don Le Page, who invariably breaks something at the
event. He did not disappoint us this year, breaking his bow
fitting in the practice race and his halyard in Race 5.

On the first day of saling, there is always someone who
leaves a vital bit of gear at home. Thus Luke McAllum dis-
tinguished himself by leaving his gooseneck behind. A touch
of ingenuity, and some cannibalization of Timaru Sunbursts
got him out on the water.

Graham Bridges hinted at the standard of sailing in Hamilton
by recording the first capsize!

No good turn goes unpunished! Rob Ebert called Colin Mad-
dren (on the port tack) through. An error of judgment saw
Rob clip Colin’s sail battens with his side stay as he bore
away to round astern. Colin capsized and Rob did a 720!
Brenda Taylor exhibited by far the best bruises from early on
in the event — caused, she claimed, by thoughtlessly sited
cockpit grab rails in amale chauvinist boat.

Colin Maddren got into irons on the start line, forcing Daniel
Jamieson into avoiding action.

Jeff Peak earned acclaim for crossing the line backwards —
twice! He capsized just above the line and drifted backwards
over it. However, unsure as to whether he had actually

whereit went! “

Graham Bridges showed devastating upwind speed, rounding
the top mark first on three occasions. “Bridgo” became con-
vinced his 90+ kg frame was responsible for his poor reach-
ing speed and proposed a weight equalization policy
(everyone else puts lead in their boats!) for the Zephyr class.
Unanimous rejection of this concept by the rest of the class
has prompted something of a mid life crisis for “Bridgo” on
return to Hamilton. He has been seen drinking water in the
bar, and iscontemplating cutting piesfrom his diet!

Jon Olds hosted a very enjoyable BBQ at his place. We had
anice night for it, and the prospect of winning a sail, donated
jointly by the ZOA and Boyd & McMaster ensured a good
attendance by the fleet. We al enjoyed the surroundings of
Just ‘n’ Thyme cottage and ariver bank stroll. The sail was
won by Glen McKenzie, who immediately announced that he
would auction it — which he did with Alex Aitken’s help.
Spirited bidding pushed the eventual price to over $400 -
Congratulations to Keith Paine. Keith’s wooden rig, gener-
ously dosed with five minute Araldite on the eve of the
event, survived Timaru conditions, but shattered next week-
end in blustery conditions on Hamilton Lake.

Rob Ebert

SUBSCRIPTIONS 2000-2001

Subscriptions for 2001 $15.00 for the NZZOA, and $10.00 for loca
associations in Auckland, Hamilton and Christchurch. If you are an
“orphan” outside these areas, the $15.00 NZZOA sub can be forwarded to
Alex Aitken, President, or Rob Ebert, Secretary. Please include your boat
name and number, so we can update the Zephyr Register.

We need your support for all sortsof reasons!




NATIONAL ZEPHYR CHAMPIONSHIP RESULTS
Timaru Yacht and Powerboat Club 4th—7th January 2001

Overall

Place

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21

22

Open Handicap Keith Paine

Ladies Champion | Brenda Taylor

Adj. Total

Points

18
21

26
41
49.5

59
63
68
75
79
82

83
83.5

87

89
114
117
139
142
156

Most Improved Luke Hamilton
Sailor over the

Event

Discard

Place

DNF
18
12
16
15
18
19
14
16
19
17
17

DNF
19
18
19
21

DNS
DNF
DNF

13
23

53
65.5

69
77
82

82
91

98
99
100
106.5
106
107
133
138
162
165
179

Race8 [Total Points

12

14
13

15
10

17
11
16

19
18
20
21

DNS

Race7

18
12
11

15
10
14
13
17
19
16
20
21

DNF

Race 6

16
15

12
10

17
11
13

14

18

19
DNS
DNF
DNS

Race5

DNF

13

14

10
11

DNF

12
17
15
16
18
19
20

Race 4

18

13

12
11
14
10
16
15

17
21

20
19
22

Race 3

12

11
19

16
17
10
13

14

18
15
20
21

22

Race 2

11=

10

14

16

17
11

19
18
13
15
21

20
DNF

Racel

3
11

10
15

19
13

12
17

16

18

20

21
DNF

(Editorial continued from page 1)

Measurers Observations at Timaru
Several of the class measurers were
on hand in Timaru, casting an infor-
mal eye over the variation in boats. A
brief report on their observations will
appear next time too.

Patron's Trophy

As indicated in the last West Wind,
Noel May has donated a trophy. As
we do not currently have a handicap
trophy (have we ever had one?) it is
intended that it be used for the handi-
cap winner.

News from Auckland

Bob Allen comments that fleets have
been very respectable at French Bay
this season with a regular core of sail-
ors supporting club sailing. A number
of vigits to other clubs in the Auck-
land area were also planned, but bad
weather forced the cancellation of the
visit to Howick in November. How-
ever, 6 Zephyrs enjoyed avisit to Tai-
kata, and the opportunity to experi-
ence the tidal estuary waters of Hen-
derson Creek.

The Auckland fleet will be supporting
Glendowie Boating Club members in
their efforts to resurrect the Zephyr
class a the club. A visit to Glen-
dowie has been arranged on 4™ March
to participate in their club race around
Browns Idand. Stuart Macky has
purchased the latest new hull, and will
be twisting the arms of his fellow
members to follow his example.
Forthcoming major regattas, including
the Auckland Champs on 24™ and 25™
February, will ensure plenty of excit-
ing sailing to look forward to.

Fair Sailing!

CONTACTING THE ZEPHYR
OWNERS ASSOCIATION

Entrant

Glen McKenzie
Daniel Jamieson

Don Le Page

Richard Ineson
Bill Beere

Colin Maddren
Luke McAllum

Mark Nichols

Andy Holland
Keith Paine

Graham Bridges

Craig Hamilton

Phil Gurnsey

Rob Ebert

Russell Wenham

Ronald Mackie

Graeme Hore

Trevor Wenham
Peter Stokell
Jeferey Peek

Alex Aitken

Brenda Taylor

Sail No

309
325
256
254
69
253

3
95

71

18

152
308
212
257
29
39
324

86

322
320

323

National President
Alex Aitken

2 Shaftesbury Street
Christchurch 4

phone: 03 358 4600

fax: 03 358 4620

email: a-a.aitken@clear.net.nz
National Secretary
Rob Ebert

15 Gilbass Ave

Hamilton

phone: 07 838 9375

fax: 078389376

email: ebertr@wave.co.nz




