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FROM THE PEN OF
ALEX AITKEN
National President

I was pleased to chair the Annual Gen-
eral Meeting at French Bay. A record 
attendance of nineteen owners plus our 
Patron Noel May contributed some 
lively debate. Thanks to Bob Allen for providing nibbles and 
refreshments for the social half-hour prior to the AGM. 
Prior to the AGM I met up with Stuart Macky #258 and 
Shaun Connolly #329 who are members of the Glendowie 
Boating club.  We shared information on Zephyr hull con-
struction and general topics relating to club activities and 
centreboard racing in Auckland.
During my stay in Auckland I visited Des Townson who de-
signed the Zephyr and built 219 hulls in his workshop.  I 
have a copy of “An interview with Des Townson” (covering 
20 years of boat building) published in the September 1978 
issue of Sea Spray.  I also had a phone conversation with 
Barry Morley who was the first secretary of ZOA and was 
instrumental in keeping track of Zephyr hulls as they came 
off the mould.  Barry owned # 22 Gaye and admits to being 
very much of a one-man band in the early days of the asso-
ciation.  His involvement ceased about thirty years ago.  I 
will send him some current information on the class and he 
will try and resurrect some memories.
Unfortunately there has been no response to a call for an Ar-
chivist (see May 2001 publication).  Auckland has under-
taken to set up a 50th Anniversary 2006 organising commit-
tee.  It would be good if past and present members look 
through all their old photos and clippings on Zephyr events 
etc, for potential inclusion in an Anniversary publication.
Since the AGM things have moved on.  In response to the 
sentiments expressed at the AGM, I have had a phone con-
versation with Richard Waterer and authorised him to obtain 
a quote to complete cedar hull #259 to a stage ready for 
painting.  There has been a general feeling for some time that 
a completed hull would be a more saleable proposition.  
Richard will also explore the cost structures of building 
Zephyrs and we will publish his findings.  A large number of 
hulls were built in Canterbury during the seventies and eight-
ies and I have asked Andy Holland (Waimak Club) to review 
this experience and report to me.
Matthews Marine have indicated a wish to discontinue build-
ing hulls for ZOA.  Dennis Craig has picked up the mould 
and has another contact within AZO that could be interested.  
We will keep you posted.
The issues around building hulls in fibreglass have been 
clarified somewhat, principally as a result of Glendowie’s 
recent experience in building glass Starlings.  The initial set 
up cost of a mould would be considerable and there is legiti-
mate concern that “plastic” construction techniques don’t fit 
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EDITORIAL
This issue of West Wind marks the beginning of the 46th 
season of Zephyr sailing.  Those involved in the early years 
of the class did not plan for such longevity, but the 50th sea-
son of Zephyr sailing looks certain to be celebrated in due 
course.  Preliminary planning for it was begun at the recent 
Annual General Meeting.
The minutes of the AGM will appear in the next West Wind.  
We had a well attended meeting, with some new faces in the 
form of Shaun Connolly and Stuart Macky, supplemented by 
Zephyr veterans Keith Smith and Ted Frankham.  Class Pa-
tron Noel May also made a welcome attendance.  Noel pre-
sented Alex Aitken with a recently crafted “Presidential Seal 
of Office” - a handsomely crafted half model of a Zephyr 
mounted for wall hanging.  Fortunately Dennis Craig had a 
camera handy so hopefully he will have recorded the mo-
ment for the future.
The procedural matters of the AGM proceeded smoothly, 
there being little change in the day to day running of the As-
sociation.  More vigorous debate came in the General Busi-
ness items on the agenda. The Notice of Motion “That the 
ZOA Executive prepare an amendment to the class rules al-
lowing glass reinforced plastic hulls” put by myself and Alex 
Aitken generated considerable debate before being narrowly 
defeated on a show of hands.  Comments in the discussion 
were that the overall cost of a Zephyr is considerable at 
around $10,000 and that this represents a barrier to entering 
the class.  Glass construction has the potential to lower con-
struction costs considerably - though construction costs are 
perhaps only about a third of the overall costs.  The “wooden 
boat” look and classic lines are a major part of the Zephyr’s 
appeal.  An element of this would certainly be lost in glass 
construction.  Glass Zephyrs would not look like the wooden 
ones.
The experience of the Starling class, which had recently gone 
into fibreglass construction were also germane to the debate. 
Glass Starlings appealed to adults who were buying them for 
their children. There was a “just add water” approach which 
was important in the Starling class, but which may not neces-
sarily apply to Zephyrs.  Zephyrs tend to be purchased for 
owner (adult) use with more of a vintage car philosophy ap-
plying.  The general effects of glass construction were felt to 
be beneficial overall - more wooden boats were built as well.  
Glass Starlings were priced to be comparable to wooden 
ones.  This kept wooden boats viable and allowed a margin 
for the builder.
Whilst the motion to amend the rules was defeated, the mood 
to the meeting was to keep exploring this issue.  A follow up 
resolution directed the Executive to investigate and cost vari-
ous construction methods for Zephyrs.  Gary Matthews has 
indicated that he does not want to build any more hulls, so 
#259 may be the last for a while.  Gary’s hulls steadily im-
proved so #259 should be spot on.
A suggestion to hold the AGMs at the National Contest 
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ZEPHYRS FOR SALE
#215 Minx: Alloy rig, galvanised boat trailer and well looked 
after. Contact: Allan Richardson (07) 856 7796, Fax (07) 
8556928, email richkiwi@ihug.co.nz
#116 Frith: Contact: Barry Mackie (07) 849 6556
#156 Chinook:  Wooden rig, beach trolley, road trailer, good 
sail. Needs minor repairs. Contact: Rick Cable 03 312 2667
#171 Tania: Contact: Ted Frankham or Dennis Craig 09 817 
3150
#32 Dee Dee: Needs a new deck, wooden rig, two sails, road 
trailer.  Contact: Neville Riley 09 534 3753
#209 Born Free: White boat with wooden rig and good run-
ning gear. Sailed mostly for pleasure.  Paint needs a little 
work. Good sail, purpose built galvanised road trailer and 
launching trolley, both professionally built. $1200. Contact: 
Frank Pinion 03 352 6462
# 191 Stoic. Black hull  (fibre glassed) red sail, alloy rig, 
launching trolley, road trailer (reg) all in good order.  
$1400.00 Max Willyams    Ph 03 388 5721.
#6 Seafly. Reasonable condition, 07 825 0921 (Raglan)
#167 Rebel Reasonable condition, wooden rig 07 847 7437
#104 Gidget Stored on the Coromandel, not seen for some 
time. 07 849 6521
#59 Escapade: In good condition. Good wooden spars, two 
sails, one in good condition with a new set of battens. Beach 
trolley. $900 . Contact Richard Whitney 09 360 0590. 

THE HAMILTON YACHT CLUB
Notice of Race

ZEPHYR WEEKEND
1st – 2nd December 2001

The organizing authority for the 2001 Zephyr Weekend is the 
Hamilton Yacht Club, PO Box 647, Hamilton.
1 Rules
The regatta will be covered by The Racing Rules of Sailing 
(rules), the prescriptions of Yachting New Zealand (YNZ), 
the rules of the Zephyr Class and this Notice of Race (except 
as any of these are changed by the Sailing Instructions) and 
the Sailing Instructions.  For the purposes of RRS Appendix 
G, the regatta is designated Category C.
2 Eligibility & Entry
All competitors must be financial members of a yacht club 
affiliated with YNZ and the Zephyr Owners’ Association. 
This latter requirement may be met at the venue. All 
competing yachts must comply with the Zephyr class rules.
Entries and the $15.00 entry fee will be accepted on the entry 
form available at HYC on Saturday morning.  
3 Programme
Saturday,  2 December 2000 1000 hrs Briefing

1030 Race 1
1200 Race 2
1430 Race 3

Sunday, 3 December 2000 1030 Race 4
1200 Race 5

Times for races 2,3 & 5 are approximate, depending on 
prevailing weather conditions.  It may only be possible to 
complete two races on Saturday, in which case it will be a 
four race series.
4 Courses
Courses will be set within the confines of Hamilton Lake and 
explained at the briefing.
5 Sailing Instructions
Sailing Instructions are published in the HYC Programme of 
Events.  Copies will be available on completion of entry.
6 Scoring Systems
The bonus points scoring system (RRS Appendix A2) will 
apply. With five races sailed, a boat’s worst score is to be 
discarded, the lowest series score wins. With four or less 
races sailed, the lowest score wins.
7 Prizes & Prizegiving
Prizes will be awarded for at least the first four places on line 
and handicap, depending on entries.  Spot prizes may also be 
awarded.  Prize giving will be held as soon as possible after 
the last race.
8 Social Functions
The Hamilton Area Zephyr Owners and Hamilton Yacht 
Club will host a post race barbecue on Saturday evening.  A 
small charge to cover costs is likely and local contestants 
should anticipate contributing a salad etc.
9 Attitude
This is a good chance to experience challenging lake sailing 
conditions in a convivial atmosphere.
10 Accommodation
If you let us know your needs, we will arrange something for 
you.
11 Contacts
Rob Ebert, 15 Gilbass Ave, Hamilton, ph 07 838 9375
Craig Peebles, 9 Morrison Cres, Hamilton, ph 07 843 7746

NOTICE OF RACE
&

SOCIAL EVENT
November 24th - 25th 20001

Tauranga Zephyr Owners & Tauranga Yacht and Power Boat 
Club invite all Zephyr Owners to an inaugural event to mark 
the establishment of a Zephyr fleet in Tauranga.
Saturday November 24th
Race around Rangiwaea Is. in two stages. 
• Start at TYPBC at 1400hrs 
• Second stage start after a B.B.Q. up harbour. Finish club-

house.
Sunday November 25th 2001 
• Club racing off clubhouse
A fun weekend with the emphasis on participation & social-
ising. 

Entries by 2nd November please
$10 all inclusive.

Enquiries to: 
Peter Stacey, 33 Tara Rd, Papamoa

07 5782440 wk. 07 5421026 hm. 

This event aided & abetted by BURNSCO who have kindly 
sponsored a lucky draw at the cessation of festivities for 

those who participated both days.
NOTE 

Rule 90 applies.
For those unfamiliar with Brian Smith’s amendment to the 

YNZ Rule book, Rule 90  is have fun!
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SUBSCRIPTIONS 2001-2002
Subscriptions for 2001-2 are $15.00 for the NZZOA, and $10.00 for local 
associations in Auckland, Hamilton and Christchurch.  If you are an 
“orphan” outside these areas, the $15.00 NZZOA sub can be forwarded to 
Alex Aitken, President, or Rob Ebert, Secretary.  Please include your boat 
name and number, so we can  update the Zephyr Register.

We need your support for all sorts of  reasons!

CONTACTING THE ZOA

National President
Alex Aitken
2 Shaftesbury Street  
Christchurch 4 
phone: 03 358 4600 
fax:     03 358 4620
email: a-a.aitken@clear.net.nz

National Secretary
Rob Ebert 
15 Gilbass Ave
Hamilton 
phone: 07 838 9375  
fax:      07 838 9376
email:  ebertr@wave.co.nz

Estuary Capers
Winter 2001 

The Canterbury yachting season is under way!  Ten Zephyrs 
competed in an Estuary race to mark the opening of the 
Christchurch Yacht Club on Saturday 2nd of September.  The 
Coastguard vessel based at Lyttelton sailed across the bar for 
the opening ceremony.  There was a gentle 8 knot breeze and 
Alex did not require to be rescued!  The following day four 
Zephyrs took part in the opening of Stewarts Gully Sailing 
Club. While some sailors complained about the cold water it 
turned to be a magic weekend.  The secret is - Don’t fall 
out !!
Thanks,  Russell and Brenda for recently putting together an 
interesting bulletin of local news and views.  I’ve been com-
paring it with West Wind and decided that maybe you have a 
more competitive edge with all the graphics.  Rob is of the 
same opinion but feels he does not have the time or the abil-
ity to duplicate southern artistic flair!  Should owners in the 
other island want some spellbinding ‘gos’ Russell will no 
doubt be happy to correspond.  E-mail address, russellwen-
ham@hotmail.co. 
The Canterbury Yachting Association has published a hand-
book that lists all the major Zephyr races.  There is a race on 
practically every weekend at club level.  The message is visit 
as many clubs and events as practical during the season!
Large fleets on the water are the best promotion for the class.
Pleasing too are the number of new owners this year – a big 
welcome to you.  An encouraging number are in the younger 
age bracket.  In the Zephyr class, where age and experience 
are revered, under 40 is considered young (the writer is 
61.5).  
For those who know Daniel Jamieson, he and his wife have 
shifted from Invercargill and are now in the process of build-
ing in Nelson.  Daniel parted with #325 Bad News but is 
threatening to be back for the nationals in (possibly) Nelson 
in 2003.  Rob Ebert also tells me that Don Mason has re-
joined the class after a long absence when he re-purchased 
his old boat #37, Joey.  Don is currently Chief Executive Of-
ficer of Blind Sailing New Zealand but in about 1962 he says 
he remembers finishing third in the Zephyr Nationals, before 
going on to 18 footers and keel boat sailing.
Fair Sailing
Alex Aitken
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well with the classic design.  One day, someone will come up 
a new material that could well suit the type of construction 
and price.
On the Auckland front, Bob Allen (secretary/treasurer AZO) 
intends to call a meeting around mid October to set the 
Zephyr sailing programme for the coming season and appoint 
a new Chairman.  Dennis Craig has involved himself with 
the Prada challenge for the America Cup and will not be as 
active in the Zephyr class for a while. Thanks Dennis for 
holding the Auckland fleet together and promoting the class 
to a variety of contacts.  Team NZ has members sailing with 
some distinction in the 3.7 class, so maybe we will see some 
Prada sailors in a Zephyr!  We wish you well with your new 
challenge.
In general I am quietly satisfied with the state of the organi-
sation throughout the country.  We have a steady/slowly 
growing membership and we are in a financially sound foot-
ing. The attraction of sailing a Zephyr is as durable as ever.  
The event we need to concentrate on is getting a good fleet to 
the Plimmerton nationals.  Auckland has indicated eight 
starters at this stage and I know Canterbury is looking at ten 
or twelve to venture across the strait.

PRICE LIST FOR ZEPHYR COMPONENTS
Effective 1st July 2001

All prices* include freight and GST

Component All NZ 

Mast $645

Boom $300

Sails $585 Batch order

Sails (coloured) $678 (one off)

Sail Battens $170

Hull #259 $3176

*Prices subject to change at any time. 

Trading Corner
We started off the year with a ‘hiss and a roar’ but at the date 
of this publication the order book is empty.  We have a sup-
ply of new sails in stock at $585.00 each delivered to your 
door.  With the nationals in Plimmerton this coming January, 
now would be the time to purchase a new wardrobe!
Cedar hull #259 is currently stored at French Bay Boating 
Club. The ZOA will obtain a quote to fit the deck, beadings, 
coamings, mast collar and prepare all surfaces for painting.  
If there is a prospective owner out there without the time or 
skill to complete a hull we would be interested in hearing 
from you.
Alex Aitken.
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venue was also rejected by the meeting, so the custom of ro-
tating the AGM venue will continue.  We also elected to 
adopt YNZ Category C, allowing advertising on hulls, spars 
and sails without restriction except in the space reserved for 
identification.
This issue contains the Entry Form for the National Champs 
and the subscriptions invoice.  Fill out and return both so the 
Zephyr class can continue to thrive on and off the water!
Rob Ebert


