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President’s Report
for the year to 31 May 2008.

Greetings to all Zephyr owners, partners and
families that have enjoyed another season of
club, provincial and national sailing. You will
be aware that ZOA will have its annual meet-
ing at the Christchurch Yacht Club on Thurs-
day September 4th. Tim Snedden will represent the Northern re-
gion and we hope to have a representative from Wellington too.
By the time you have read this report I will have been to Auck-
land, Whangarei (part family and part Zephyr business) and on
the way home I will drop in to Wellington and meet with a grow-
ing number of Zephyr owners who are linked with the Worser
Bay Club. Hopefully too, you will be giving serious considera-
tion to the National Championships on the Lyttelton Harbour,
January 22-25, 2009 hosted by Naval Point Club. Tauranga
Yacht Club have expressed interest in being the 2010 venue with
perhaps Worser Bay in 2011. The Canterbury Association have
agreed in principle to this idea to skip a year with a proviso that
the Wellington fleet support the Canterbury nationals in 2009.
Richard Ineson, our honorary auditor has looked at the financial
performance for the past year and is happy with the way that
ZOA have maintained the accounts. A Certificate of Audit by
Markhams MRI dated 5th August 2008 is part of the accounts as
published in the West Wind.
There is some interesting reading in past issues of the West Wind
(you can look at our ZOA web site). Some 12 years ago the
membership was around the 35 mark and in April 1997 it had
climbed to 52. In January 1998 we featured the cedar-glassed
hulls at $2600 and in July of that year we recorded a trading in-
come of $7400 with a surplus of $464 and the net assets of the
association stood at $9592. Compared with the current member-
ship of around 120 and net assets of $30727 the association is
now recognised as one of most successful classic centreboard
classes in the New Zealand scene. Thanks go to Rob Ebert and
the technical team for all the dedicated effort in keeping with the
class spirit.
Keeping up with an ever changing commercial scene is challeng-
ing the trading section. I am very aware of not opening the asso-
ciation to financial risk. As individual sailors we are motivated
by fun and fellowship both on and off the water.
In all regions there has been a steady demand for Zephyr yachts
and the City of Sails is fair humming with activity. To date we
have seventeen new hulls on the water with another 2 orders due
for completion at the Auckland Traditional Boat Builders.
Our Zephyr repairer and adviser Don Currie has sold his property
in Rangiora and will be shifting to Auckland with the aim to en-
joy the climate and the buzz of life. For those that know Don
with his workshop full of gear to fix Zephyrs, he will be a great
loss to Canterbury and a gain to the Northern part of New Zea-
land. The ZOA wishes Don and Erica all the best for their future.
Looking forward to another year of fellowship when we gather at
club and national level.
Alex Aitken

Editorial
Welcome to the AGM edition of the West Wind. Spring is
fast approaching and while the worst of the winter weather
may not be behind us, another sailing season is not far off.
Rule Changes
I had planned to have rule changes prepared for this AGM.
However, I had very little feedback on the proposed
changes, so I will put them forward for consideration at the
AGM before proceeding. I hope to finalize the wording
there and to get the required six signatures, then a postal
(probably) ballot.
The proposed changes to the mast track, below, is pretty
straight forward.
Mast Track: Change 3.1.2 (Masts): Masts to be supplied
with welded top cap, sail track cut away to maximum of
1050 mm above the heel. The sail track may be further cut
away to a maximum of 1150mm above the heel.
There has not been much comment on the compass rule.
What little feedback I have received has pointed out the
difficulty of placing limits on the functions any electronic
compass might have. This would seem to require amend-
ment to my previously proposed wording as below.
3.9 Compasses: Compasses are permitted. If electronic,
only compasses with heading, heading memory and timing
functions are allowed. Devices capable of receiving satel-
lite navigation signals are not permitted.
Gooseneck Pivot Point: I have had no feedback on a pro-
posal to limit the position of the gooseneck pivot point. An-
ecdotally, the class seems divided on whether it makes a
difference, or at least, enough of a difference to surmount
the difficulties of making a “set back” gooseneck, then engi-
neering the mast to withstand the increased rotational forces
that result. I will be looking for guidance from the meeting
on this issue.
Queen’s Birthday Honour for Des Townson
Many members will have noted Des Townson being made a
Member of the Order of New Zealand in the recent Queen’s
Birthday Honour’s List. Des was featured on national TV
and merited an article in Boating NZ. Lots of people were
pleased at the recognition accorded Des. Des tells me that
he was gratified by the response from the many people he
had been in touch with during his career in the boating in-
dustry. A number of old acquaintances were renewed too,
along the way.
Bill Beere Retires
I had a call from Bill Beere in Christchurch recently to say
he was retiring from Zephyr sailing and putting his boat on
the market. The details are on the web site. Bill and #69,
Echo, won the Nationals in 1989. Bill has had a long career
in Canterbury sailing. I can remember having to get my P
Class out of the way of Bill’s Javelin, haring along under
spinnaker in a fresh easterly on Lyttelton Harbour, more
years ago than I care to remember. Is it proof that Kiwi sail-
ors may start out in another class, but they end up in the
Zephyr!!



Zephyr National Championships 2009
January 22nd — 25th

Naval Point Yacht Club
Lyttelton.

ZEPHYR OWNERS’ ASSN
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

Christchurch Yacht Club
1930hrs, Thursday, September 4th, 2008

Agenda
1. Apologies
2. Minutes of the previous meeting
3. Matters arising from the previous meeting
4. President’s Report
5. Treasurer’s Report
6. Budget and Subscriptions
7. Election of Officers
 Patron: Noel May has agreed to stand for another term.
 President: A Aitken has agreed to stand for another term.
 Secretary: R Ebert has agreed to stand for another term.
 Treasurer: A Aitken has agreed to continue with this

role.
 Auditor: Richard Ineson (Richard is a ZOA member, but

is not a signatory for ZOA accounts and has no financial
input other than general accounting advice).

 Regional Representatives. AZO, HAZO, CZOA.
8. General
 Notice of Motion “That the President be allocated an

honorarium of $250 for services rendered” R Ebert/P
Stokell

 Rule Changes
 Building Report
 Sail Report
 National Contest 2009-10

CUIRRENT ASSETS
2008 2007

ASB Bank Account No 50 16698 15860
ASB Cheque Account No 00 1217 2366
Debtors 3306

Stock on hand 9706 7883
30927 26079

FIXED ASSETS

Building moulds and patterns 600 1200

Written off -800 -600
Surplus -200 600

26679
less current liability deposit held nil -1500

30727 25179

Represented by:
MEMBERS FUNDS
Accumulated funds 1 June 2007 25179 22175
Net surplus for year 5548 3004
Accumulated funds 31 May 2008 30727 25179

STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL POSITION
AS AT 31 MAY 2008

ZEPHYR OWNERS’ ASSOCIATION INC
FINANCIAL REPORT FOR THE YEAR

TO 31 May 2008
STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL PERFORMANCE

Trading account
Income 2008 2007

Sails 13850 17326

Test Sails nil 450
Spars & Rigging 18443 18206

Hulls 17500 11850

(less royalty) -800 -600
(deposit #514) 1500 18200 -1500

Beach Trolleys nil 920

50493 46652

Less Expenditure
Opening stock 1/6/07 7883 2197

Sails 15619 20317
Spars & Rigging 17155 17593

Hulls labour and material 14454 9663

Administration costs/ sundry 282 290
Beach Trolleys nil 425

50485

Less Closing Stock 31/05/08 9706 -7883

45687 42602
Nett surplus from trading 4806 4050

Administration Account

Income
Donations 50 nil

Subscriptions 2460 2710

Interest 838 754
Lion Foundation - travel Akaroa nil 2000

3348 5464

Less Expenditure
Bank Charges 3 3

Engraving nil 130

Newsletter 404 443
Post & Stationary 80 227

Tolls& General 120 128

Website 37 260
Meeting Expenses 75 112

Promotion & Development 226 481

Sundry travel 1411 2376
Honorarium President 250 250

Prizes nil 100

Lion Foundation - travel Akaroa nil 2000

2606 6510
Excess Expenditure over income (surplus) 742 -1046

Add

Net surplus from Trading 4806 4050
Total surplus for year 5548 3004



Stage 1 - Shell
Triple skin shell with deck frames, bulkheads,
centre case, mast step. ZOA royalty, admin
costs, freight paid to all New Zealand

$4150

Stage 2 - Decked
Seal inside bulkheads, fit deck. Labour content
only, with timber to owner’s specifications -
specialty plywoods can be up to $500

$250

Stage 3 - Trimmed
To add all finishing trimming. Labour content
only, as specialty trims can be expensive.

$300

Terms
A payment to ZOA of $1500 is required with order.
All finishing work can be completed by the owner or ne-

gotiated with the builder.
The minimum weight of a completed hull, painted, with

permanent fittings, is 57kg.
Hull number is supplied through ZOA boat registration.
ZOA would issue building consent in writing to conform

with Zephyr rules and any additional work required.
It is agreed that all communication will be between ZOA

and the prospective owner.
Delivery details to owner’s address is the responsibility of

ZOA. Hull to be sealed and wrapped where delivery is
undertaken by a cartage contractor.

NEW HULLS
More details on the web site.

ZEPHYR COMPONENTS PRICE LIST
Effective 1st Dec 2007

Confidential to ZOA and its members
Prices include freight and GST.

Mast; anodised with riveted track and halyard cap $775
Mast; assembled complete with halyard lock, slid-
ing goose neck, T cleat, kicker hanger, halyard
strop and tail, 2 1/2 “ 2 pin plug

POA

Boom; 2.69m x mast section (angled one end) $317
Boom; assembled complete with boom plug, block
hangers (main and vang), internal adjustable out-
haul complete

POA

Rigging; 10m x 2.5mm 1x19 stainless, 2.5mm
hook swages x 3, 3x backing plates. (slotted into
mast at heights listed in class rules, included in
mast assembly)

$113*

Sails; complete with window, number, insignia
(black, blue, red or green) wind indicators and tube
bag. Note; We no longer recommend coloured
sails as the cloth is different.
Draft Stripes; (optional) set of two

$758

$20
Sail Tube bag with Zephyr Logo sold separately $45
Battens; Blue Streak per set $223
Gear bag; medium with Zephyr Logo. $75
Notes
Items marked with an * are ordered on request and prices

quoted are subject to specification.
New sails supplied by Doyles will be of the current design.
Enquiries and Orders:
Alex Aitken 03 344 0461
Russell Turner 09 534 7747

ZOA ANNUAL ACCOUNT FOR THE YEAR ENDING
31 MAY 2008.

BANK RECONCILIATION.
ASB Cheque account No 00

Opening balance 1 June 2007 2335.63

Add income 48997.42
51333.05

Less expenses 42561.96

Closing balance 31 May 2008 $8771.09

STOCK AS AT 31 MAY 2008

IO x Sails (Doyle’s loft) 7052.00

1 x mast track (at Oborn’s) 96.00

1 x mast (9 Rubicon Pl) 673.00

1 x boom ditto 263.00

1 x mast (Russell Turner) 673.00

1 x set of battens (9 Rubicon Pl) 149.00

Hull Veneer (ATBS) 800.00

Total stock $9706.00

UNPRESENTED CHEQUES

5445 18/05/08 5 x CZOA subs 50.00

5446 23/05/08 Doyle Sails 7252.46

5447 23/05/08 Rob Ebert (trad Admin) $50.00
Sundry and travel $50.00 100.00

5448 23/05/08 Russell Turner, trading admin 100.00

5450 23/05/08 Spars & Rigging 52.03

Total as at 31 May 2008 7554.49

INCOME TO
BE TREATED
AS 31 MAY
2008

Invoice # Sails Rigging Total

00247 738 1092 1830

0251 738 738

0252 738 738

Total debtors. 3306.00

Reference: Fixed Assets.
The $3000 for the building moulds and patterns has now been
written off with royalties to the sum of $3200. It is suggested
that we build up a surplus towards future expenses as required.

120 members at $20.00 $2400
Expenses
Bank Charges 8
Engraving 70
Newsletters 492
Post and Stationary 100
Tolls and general I30
Web site 250
Meeting expenses 100
Promotion and development 400
Sundry and Travel 600
Honorarium President 250
Total $2400

Budget for 2008-09



SUBSCRIPTIONS 2008-2009
Subscriptions for 2008-9 are $20 for the NZZOA, and $10 for
local associations in Auckland, Hamilton and Christchurch.
If you are outside these areas, the $20 NZZOA sub can be
forwarded to Alex Aitken, or Rob Ebert

Zephyr Championship Trophy Sam Meech Zephyr Masters Champion Trophy 60 years and over Jimmy Gilpin
Zephyr Championship Runner-Up Trophy Steve Pyatt Zephyr Masters Champion Trophy 50 - 59 years Grant Beck
Zephyr Handicap Trophy Dennis Craig Zephyr Masters Champion Trophy 40 - 49 years Steve Pyatt
Zephyr Championship Trophy - Female Debra Meech

Errata: The last edition of WW incorrectly stated the Zephyr National Championship, 2008, Prize Winners. The correct list is below.

Zephyr Owners’ Association
Minutes of the Annual General Meeting

Pt Chevalier Yacht Club, Auckland
1930hrs, September 17th, 2007

Attendance: A Aitken (Chair), R Ebert (Secretary), D Blair, A Miller,
M Sargisson, T Snedden, P Stokell, A Geddes, R Wilson, R Dew, R
Waterer, R Martin, K Gager, G Gager, T Sadler, S Pyatt, W
Heathwaite, R Turner, R Allen, C Maddren.
Apologies: N May, G Adams, K Paine, C Moss. R Brooke. Accepted,
Aitken/Geddes
Minutes of the Previous Meeting: The minutes of the previous meet-
ing held at the The Sand Bar Hotel, Christchurch, on August 26th,
2006, previously published in the West Wind were taken as read and
accepted as a true and correct record of that meeting. Stokell/Snedden
Matters Arising: Nil
President’s Report: Circulated in West Wind and taken as read. A
Aitken elaborated on some aspects of the report, acknowledging those
that contributed to the hull and sail developments. Interest from the
Wellington region was especially welcome. Accepted, Aitken/Geddes
Treasurer’s Report: The accounts had been published in the West
Wind. A Aitken presented an audited set of accounts to the meeting
and thanked Auditor R Ineson. A Aitken elaborated on some items.
Fewer Zephyr hulls had been built this year, but at more profit. The
mould is essentially now fully written off. T Snedden queried the
amount of the travel grant Hamilton sailors had received for Akaroa.
A Aitken explained that this was a Lion Foundation grant that had
been handled via the Association. A Geddes suggested the ZOA’s
liability taxation be kept under review. With that, the President’s Re-
port was accepted. Aitken/Proko.
Budget: A Aitken outlined the budget for 2006-07. Total budgeted
income was $2400, not $2600 as published in West Wind. Accepted
Aitken/Snedden
Subscriptions: To remain at $20. Accepted. Aitken/Stokell
Election of Officers
The following Officers had agreed to continue and there being no
other nominations, were elected unapposed.
Patron: N May
President: A Aitken
Secretary: R Ebert
Treasurer: A Aitken
Auditor: R Ineson
Regional Representatives: The following were nominated, Hamilton:
Keith Paine, Auckland: Tim Snedden and Russell Turner, Canterbury:
Peter Stokell and Don Currie, and duly elected. Aitken/Ebert
General Business

President’s Honorarium
The motion “That the President be allocated an honorarium
of $250 for services rendered” was carried. Ebert/Stokell

 Nominations for Life Members
R Ebert spoke in support of the following nominations for Life
Membership.

The four men nominated for life membership have been instru-
mental in ensuring the survival of the class by building new hulls
after Des Townson stopped doing so.

In 1975, Austin Ebert and Maurice Hines wanted boats for
themselves or their children. They enlisted aid of Ken Maynard,
associated with the class through wife Rema, a life member. The
only way was to build them themselves. They took patterns off
existing boats and constructed a mould, subsequently producing
Zephyrs 301-304. The new boats sparked a building revival and
the mould became basis of the “300” series boats produced by
builders Ian Franklin then Ray Frost. The availability of new
boats was a significant boost to the Canterbury Zephyr fleet
which became the mainstay of the class for a considerable period.
The ZOA acknowledges their efforts on behalf of the class in
awarding them life membership.
Class Patron Noel May continued the building impetus with the
development of the cedar glass jig and the production of the first
“250” series boats. As ZOA Patron and former Zephyr builder,
he has contributed his substantial knowledge of boat building and
Townson designs to the ZOA, along with a number of full and
half models. He also deserves recognition as life member of the
ZOA.
Sail Construction Update: Tim Snedden expressed general

satisfaction with the sail. The Velcro batten ties may not be
strong enough and the inner batten ends are too far from the
bolt rope. These quality issues will be raised with Doyle
Sails shortly.

Centrecase Modification ; R Ebert suggested a modification
to the standard centrecase to permit higher mounting of the
mainsheet lazy block. It was suggested D Currie be asked to
formulate a design for this. S Pyatt pointed out that if this
was made a standard for new boats, any owner removing it
would need a dispensation from class rules which do not
permit modifications to Zephyrs as built.

 New Hulls: The rationale behind a slight reduction in veneer
size and the subsequent weight savings were explained. One
completed hull remained at Horizon boats, available for
$3950.

 Constitutional Amendment: R Ebert outlined changes to
the constitution, reflecting the difficulty small businesses are
experiencing in getting their accounts audited. Subsequently
the following motion was put to the meeting; “That the fol-
lowing sections of the Constitution be amended to read:

6.2.4 the appointment of a suitably qualified person to
inspect the financial accounts.
11.5 The accounts of the Association shall be in-
spected by a suitably qualified person who is not a
member of the Executive Committee” Ebert/Aitken
Carried unanimously.

 Masters’ Lane: A pin end start line for Masters Zephyr
sailors had been mooted following the Akaroa Nationals.
Generally the meeting was “lukewarm” on the idea, but the
motion: “that a port end masters start lane be trialled” was
carried 5/3.

 National Contest 2008. Arrangements in hand. Manly
Commodore Steven Wagstaff is an enthusiastic supporter of
the event. Social programme in development.

 Timing of National Contests: Need to stay as yearly
events, especially as some sailors only attend when it’s in
their part of the country.

 Web Site: Getting a bit tired. Needs more modern photos.
Meeting closed 2000hrs.

ZEPHYR FOILS
Ron Bull Boats, Whangaparoa

Construction is foam core, carbon reinforcement,
E glass sheathing 3 coats of paint (finish white).

Ph: 09 428-3950, Fax: 09 424-2551
ronbullboats@clear.net.nz


