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Editorial
Welcome to the first West Wind for 2009. There are a num-
ber of issuesto report.

National Championships, Lyttelton, 2009

Notes from the President

Greetings to all Zephyr owners, partners
and families. Welcome to 2009 which

This year's National Championship at- 4
tracted 42 competitors, including 12 from [mm.. =5
the North Idand - five from Wellington,
their first appearance in “strength”. Therest |
were from the “top of the North”. Hamilton
and Tauranga sailors were noticeably ab- g
sent year, prompting one sailor to comment | &8
that it was “abit quiet” this year! ,
Lyttelton Harbour was on its best behav-

iour. A consistent sea breeze appeared late
morning, building to around 15-18 knots by
mid to late afternoon. All raceswere held in

Waimak Sailors at
als. Matt Hix, Na
and Ron Mackie

i |O'Leary | est in the classic centre board yacht scene, we face a

promises to be challenging for a

number of owners caught up with ﬁ\x

the politics and employment is-

sues associated with this world

recession. Those who are retired, with no mortgage

4 or expensive toys, lifeisticking along. | would hope

| that all Zephyr owners are networking and keeping

in regular contact with fellow owners in a bond of
; fellowshlp both on the water and in the yacht club

VM fter raci ng.

Nation- | As an Association which has a keen amount of inter-

challenge from owners and the manufacturing indus-

a hiking breeze - there was plenty of wind, but few sailors
were overpowered. Race Officer Ross May must have had
one of the easier rides - the consistent breeze made for mini-
mal course changes and trapezoid courses that could be accu-
rately set. Naval Point Yacht Club has comfortable premises
with a great view of the harbour, superb social facilities, and
they made us most welcome

Racing was extremely close, with local sailor Matthew Hix
taking out the Championship from Tim Snedden and Matt
Hannah. The top places contained a pretty even mix of sailors
from the Canterbury and Auckland fleets, attesting to the
closeness of racing up and down the country.

Zephyr Masts

The ZOA is keeping an eye on the quality of our masts.
Northland Spars and Rigging have produced a new mandrel
which is now in use. We have identified one mast that
seemed a bit too flexible, so this has been replaced. Russell
Turner and | have been discussing a static bend test so that
we can objectively measure mast stiffness. | want figureson a
range of masts to track the variability inherent in the manu-
facturing process and keep track of any quality issues. These
figures would then be available to inform any decision on a
carbon mast, which some members have suggested is in our
future.

Zephyr North | land Champs

Shortly after the 2008 Nationals, Tauranga Yacht Club of-
fered to host the 2010 Nationals. Some concern was ex-
pressed about the suitability of Tauranga Harbour as a Na-
tional Championships venue for Zephyrs, whilst recognizing
the number of successful national events held there in the
past. We therefore invited Taurangato host a one off Zephyr
North Island Champs over the Tauranga Regatta weekend of
Feb 21-22, to provide Zephyr sailors with some experience of
the venue.

The event attracted 17 entrants, making us the largest senior
class by a large margin. Conditions were a westerly breeze
and a late afternoon tide, so the tide was ebbing or low at the

(Continued on page 4)

try with innovative ideas and materials. Despite all
the discussion and liaising the technical team within ZOA is
still involved with ongoing issues involving hulls, sails and
rigging. This is healthy for the class. Rob Ebert will com-
ment on some of the recent debates.
Our 2009 national contest at Lyttelton was a great success for
the 42 contestants. The weather was all we could have wished
for. The organising committee in association with the Naval
Point Club are to be congratulated for excellent on the water
contest, and social events. Thanks to the 12 contestants who
journeyed across Cook Strait. Enthusiastic turn-out from
Worser Bay Club in Wellington and all enjoyed the social
programme. | believe some families took the opportunity to
explore some of the South Island scenery.
Christchurch Yacht Club hosted races 7 & 8 of the Canter-
bury Championship series on the 8" of February. The 2.4m
tide on the Estuary with light changeable winds attracted 14
entries. | suspect that a number stayed away because of a
threatening North Westerly change with predicted winds of
30k. Matthew Hicks in #330 is holding a good lead. Naomi
O'Leary sdiling Andy Holland's #71 won race eight. Race
eight winds up al the South Isand Zephyr Championship
races for the season and we look forward to a number of club
races over the next couple of months.
Tauranga Zephyr fleet is keen to host the 2010 nationals in
their patch and | believe we will hear confirmation in March
so that owners families can plan their holidays.
Y ou will have read my summary of the ZOA financesto date.
We had a reasonable surplus with last year's trading. Some
one off expense items this year will show up in the annual
accounts.
Looking a the budget for administration in the year
2009/2010 the executive may look at a $5.00 increase in
ZOA annual subscription. | hope to be proved wrong, but the
likely drop in trading turnover for the next couple of years,
could be areality based on the current economic climate.
| wish you all well for the rest of the sailing season.
Alex Aitken




2009 Zephyr National Championships, Naval Point Yacht Club, Lyttelton, Janu.

Rank Division Boat SailNo HelmName Rating R1 R2 R3 R4 R5
1st (0] Kiwi Monograms | 330 Matthew Hix 0.99 20 10 9.0 1.0 1.0 ]
2nd M5 Pilatus 309 Tim Snedden 0.99 3.0 2.0 3.0 2.0 20 L
3rd o Titan 308 Matthew Hannah 0.97 4.0 5.0 4.0 3.0 3.0 K
4th M5 Mickey Finn 512 Steve Pyatt 0.98 1.0 3.0 5.0 7.0 4.0 €
5th o 152 Greg Salthouse 0.96 5.0 6.0 20 6.0 6.0 ’
6th o Bil 331 Shane Smith 0.96 10.0 4.0 8.0 5.0 7.0 £
7th O Red Hot Pawn 316 Tristin Ornsby 0.96 8.0 10.0 7.0 8.0 43.0DNF |2
8th M4 Wedgyman 508 Craig Moss 0.95 6.0 7.0 14.0 4.0 5.0 ¢
9th M5 Wild Card 86 Phil Williams 0.95 15.0 11.0 6.0 14.0 10.0 ]
10th M6 Gazelle 82 Murray Sargisson 0.95 7.0 8.0 12.0 12.0 11.0 i
11th M6 Front Runner 256 Don LePage 0.95 13.0 22.0 10 18.0 8.0 €
12th M5 My Mistress 260 Richard Ineson 0.96 11.0 9.0 10.0 9.0 13.0 ]
13th M5 Hustle 304 Rob Ebert 0.93 9.0 13.0 18.0 10.0 12.0 z
14th M5 Kereru 514 Jamie McDowell 0.93 17.0 23.0 17.0 13.0 20.0 ]
15th M6 Spooky 155 Peter Crofts 0.91 140 41.0 240 17.0 15.0 ]
16th M5 Destiny 92 Murray Hay 0.94 20.0 18.0 15.0 11.0 16.0 .
17th M5 Cracklin Rosie 75 Chris Bridges 0.91 26.0 17.0 28.0 19.0 14.0 ]
18th M5 Zimer 516 Tony Crew 0.92 19.0 16.0 40.0 16.0 250 .
19th M5 Tamatai 313 Chris Hargreaves 0.94 21.0 14.0 110 15.0 24,0 ]
20th o Why 4 Saul Proko 0.97 41.0 12.0 13.0 38.0 9.0 :
21t M6 Resort 120 Peter Truscott 0.90 230 19.0 16.0 210 19.0 :
22nd \We} Irritate 71 Naomi O’ leary 0.93 12.0 15.0 26.0 43.0 DNF |26.0 ]
23rd M5 Bad News 325 Mike Agnew 0.92 16.0 25.0 210 25.0 17.0 :
24th M5 Sirocco 178 Barry Elliott 0.89 18.0 30.0 34.0 20.0 18.0 :
25th M6 Corianall 170 Rick Proko 0.88 240 20.0 38.0 240 23.0 z
26th M5 Wave Dancer 254 Richard Stemmer 0.88 220 24.0 370 27.0 210 z
27th M5 153 Richard Dreverman 0.90 320 320 19.0 220 43.0 DNS z
28th M4 Saunter 318 Murray Irwin 0.91 33.0 29.0 23.0 33.0 27.0 z
29th M4 Exception 323 Russell Wenham 0.92 270 21.0 220 34.0 31.0 K
30th M5 By Golly 107 Gavin Bird 0.87 31.0 36.0 320 30.0 220 K
3lst (0] Ripple 141 Thomas McKellar 0.91 34.0 34.0 29.0 230 32.0 y
32nd |WO Zephere 307 Cathryn Bridges 0.86 37.0 35.0 20.0 29.0 33.0 K
33rd M6 Zoom 217 Tony Park 0.90 29.0 28.0 310 43.0DSQ |43.0DSQ |-
34th M6 Solo 192 Richard Mackay 0.90 43.0DNC (310 36.0 35.0 28.0 K
35th M5 Geisha 179 Chris Sellars 0.89 28.0 39.0 39.0 310 29.0 :
36th M6 Windbag 2 39 Ron Mackie 0.89 250 370 250 39.0 35.0 K
37th M5 Anitra 3 Phil Jones 0.88 36.0 27.0 33.0 26.0 37.0 :
38th M6 Chortle 314 John Foster 0.89 35.0 33.0 35.0 36.0 34.0 z
39th M5 Twilight 252 Trevor Kite 0.90 38.0 38.0 270 28.0 36.0 L
40th M5 Born Free 209 John Quesaly 0.87 39.0 26.0 410 320 43.0 DNC :
41st M6 Victoria 322 Peter Stokell 0.89 30.0 40.0 30.0 37.0 30.0 4
42nd M6 Zero 147 Alex Aitken 0.86 40.0 43.0DNF |420 40.0 43.0DNC £




ry 2009 Zephyr National Ch_ampionship, 2009
a Prize Winners
R6 R7 R8 RY Tot Nett Zephyr Championship Trophy Matthew Hix
0 10 20 10 190 100 Zephyr Championship Runner-Up Trophy Tim Snedden
0 50 10 2.0 240 19.0 Zephyr Handicap Trophy —1st Rick Proko
0 4.0 3.0 50 34.0 29.0 Zephyr Handicap Trophy —2nd Cathryn Bridges
0 6.0 7.0 6.0 45.0 38.0 Zephyr Handicap Trophy —3rd Richard Stemmer
0 7.0 5.0 8.0 52.0 44.0 Zephyr Championship Trophy - Female Naomi O’ Leary
.0 3.0 4.0 9.0 55.0 45.0 Zephyr Masters Trophy 60 years and over - 1st Murray Sargisson
0 20 6.0 3.0 89.0 46.0 Zephyr Masters Trophy 60 yearsand over -2nd | Don Le Page
.0 8.0 43.0DNF |12.0 108.0 65.0 Zephyr Masters Trophy 60 years and over -3rd | Peter Crofts
0.0 10.0 11.0 4.0 91.0 76.0 Zephyr Masters Trophy 50 - 59 years -1st Tim Snedden
30 9.0 8.0 11.0 91.0 78.0 Zephyr Masters Trophy 50 - 59 years -2nd Steve Pyatt
0 120 9.0 15.0 1060 (840 Zephyr Masters Trophy 50 - 59 years -3rd Phil Williams
10 140 150 180 1100 [920 Zephyr Masters Trophy 40 - 49 years -1st Craig Moss
80 110 10.0 14.0 1250 1970 Zephyr Masters Trophy 40 - 49 years -2nd Murray Irwin
20 16.0 130 130 1440 1210 Zephyr Masters Trophy 40 - 49 years 3rd Russell Wenham
5.0 130 18.0 10.0 167.0 126.0
7.0 35.0 20.0 210 173.0 138.0 The Influence of Weight
i i i i i i The ZOA is frequently asked the ideal weight for a Zephyr sailor. We
9.0 18.0 12.0 20.0 173.0 |145.0 |[|therefore asked all skippers at the 2009 Nationals for their estimated
weight and compared the top 10 skippers with the rest of the fleet. As |
80 170 140 280 193.0 1530 had the boats weights in the measurement database, | did the same for
6.0 29.0 320 25.0 187.0 155.0 boat weights. The results appear in the table below.
Based on the 2009 National Championships, the range of skipper weights
7.0 37.0 16.0 7.0 200.0 159.0 . . e
was 65kg-102kg with a mean of 81.2kg and median of 80kg. This is
even across the entire results spread with the range for the top 10 being
10 23.0 24.0 26.0 192.0 166.0 L. . .
similar at 73-102kg; mean 84.2kg and median 83.5kg so skippers of any
40 43.0DNF [17.0 16.0 2120 [169.0 ||weight from about 70-105kg can be competitive in Zephyrs.
0.0 270 250 220 208.0 1780 || The only comment that might be worth maki ng is that the magjority of the
fleet ( 62% fleet and 60% top 10 ) are in the 75-90 range, so anyone of
2.0 19.0 21.0 35.0 217.0 182.0 those wei ghts isin good Company!
50 21.0 26.0 24.0 2250 187.0 | did the same with boat weight, using the measurement database. The
top boats are a shade lighter than those in the rest of the fleet.
4.0 22.0 19.0 31.0 227.0 190.0
00 [200 31.0 17.0 2360 [1930 ||Weight |Skipper |Boat |Weight Skipper |Boat
30 |320 23.0 19.0 2420 {2090 ||Top10 Whole fleet
3.0 33.0 27.0 27.0 255.0 221.0 Average 84.2 60 Average 81.2 62
6.0 24.0 36.0 23.0 270.0 234.0 Median 835 59 Median 80 62
60 [340 30.0 330 250 12410 | pange 73102 |57-65 |Range 65-102 |57-73
20 25.0 35.0 39.0 285.0 246.0 . ] .
Zephyr National Championships 2010
8.0 30.0 22.0 29.0 293.0 250.0 Taur anga Yacht Club
90 |150 34.0 34.0 2950 |252.0 Thurs 21st Jan to Sun 24th 2010
4.0 26.0 29.0 36.0 291.0 252.0
50 (400 28.0 320 2060 |256.0 Ron Bull Boats
ZEPHYR FOILS
70 280 370 38.0 299.0 |2610 Construction is foam core, carbon reinforcement, E glass sheathing, 3
90 |360 33.0 30.0 3010 |265.0 coats paint (finish white).
For further information contact
0.0 38.0 38.0 37.0 320.0 280.0 Ron Bull Boats, 19 Hobbs Rd
Whangaparoa
1.0 310 43.0DNC |43.0DNC 329.0 286.0
Ph: 09 428-3950, Fax: 09 424-2551
1.0 39.0 43.0DNF |[40.0 330.0 287.0 Email: ronbullboats@clear.net.nz
20 43.0 DNF |39.0 41.0 373.0 330.0




Zephyr Owners Association
Minutes of a Special General M eeting
2009 Zephyr Class National Championship
0930 hrs, 23", January, 2009 (while waiting for wind!)
Naval Point Club, Lyttelton
1. Attendance: A Aitken, (Chair) R Ebert (Secretary) and 42
members of the ZOA
2. Apologies: Nil
Alex Aitken welcomed members to the National Champion-
ship, and the meeting.
3. Rule Changes
The rule changes to be voted on at the meeting had been previ-
oudly circulated in West Wind. The reason for the rule changes
were outlined briefly.
Equipment: 3.9 Digital Aids
Digital Compasses and timing devices are permitted. All
other digital devices are prohibited.
Thisrule was circulated in the last West Wind accompanied
by a voting paper, but few members responded, so it came
forward for adoption at this SGM. The intention of the rule
isto allow the growing use of digital compasses, but not the
growing range of GPS containing devices. Carried unani-
mously
Rule 3.1.5, Rigging
Two side stays and one forestay shall be fitted. Stay mate-
rial shall be 1x19 SSwire where all strands are of circular
and equal cross section, overall wire diameter to be mini-
mum 2.3mm.
This confirms stainless steal wire as the class position on
stays, outlawing Spectra, Dyneema and other similar prod-
ucts. The selection of 2.3mm as the minimum was to allow
for dlight variability in the commercially available 2.5mm
SSwire. Carried unanimously
Rule 1.9.2 Rule Changes
Details of such change, together with the relevant details

have been circulated to all registered owners, at least four
weeks before the vote being taken.

This shortens the period of notification for rule changes
from six weeks to four, making the Secretary’s life easier.
Carried unanimously

4. General Business

. Regional Roundup: Alex outlined the Zephyr sailing
activitiesin Auckland, Hamilton, Tauranga, Wellington
and Christchurch. Each region had its own particular
issues. Growth in Wellington was especially pleasing.
Tauranga were interested in hosting next year’s National
Championships.

o Trading: Generaly good level of activity. 20 new hulls
have been delivered. Some 30 new sails were on the
water. #512 incorporated a modification to the Velcro
sail ties that should now become the class norm. Doyl€e's
need to be asked to incorporate this as the class stan-
dard. Mast quality continues to be under review. North-
land Spars have adopted a new mandrel with apparent
improvement in quality. ZOA maintaining a watching
brief. A certain degree of variability in mast bend likely
from the quality of the alloy section used and the nature
of the tapering and welding process. Carbon fibre may
be the future. Possible to assess mast characteristics by
hanging aweight at a central point.

. Other: Craig Moss cautioned the meeting on allowing
too much innovation in the class. Changes to the basic
items supplied by the ZOA — hull, sail, mast and boom,
should be illegal. Reinforcement to the lower mast sec-
tion to accommodate a “set back” gooseneck, that tiff-
ens the lower mast section, should be clarified and re-
stricted. Andy Holland remarked that some rules did
require clarification. R Ebert outlined the rule change
process and commented that members were generally
reluctant to contribute detailed rule changes.

Meeting ended 1015hrs

ZOA Finance Report

From the 1* June 2008 to the present date we turned over a
reasonable sum of money in both the trading and administra-
tion accounts - trading turnover, $32,000, subscription re-
ceived $1,400. Geoff Hutt, Treasurer of the Canterbury ZOA,
says there is a cheque in the pipe line for $800 plus for sub-
scriptions. The target for the ZOA administration budget is
$2400 so we are not too far off the mark.

ZOA supported the 2009 Lyttelton national contest with a do-
nation of $1000 towards the cost of the prize giving luncheon
and $100 travel subsidy for each of the 12 North Island contest-
ants. Some of the sundry expenses to date include;

° An honorarium of $250 for the treasurers involvement
in the trading section. This was voted on at the last
AGM.

. Donation of $150 towards the catering expenses for the
funeral of Des Townson.

° Around $400 for Gift vouchers, flowers, and various

meetings in Auckland and Wellington, air travel and
AGM meeting expenses.
The ZOA chegue account has a balance of $13,122.75 which
mainly involves trading expenses. Our savings account, which
earnsinterest stands at $22,100.04.
One of the issues that the executive may have to deal with is
tax payable on our trading surplus. Our honorary auditor Rich-
ard Ineson has alerted me to this and your executive will ook
at the implication. Once legitimate expenses have been claimed

the payment is expected to be minimal. Taxation would apply
from the 1% of June 2008 and will not affect past year's sur-
pluses.

Doyle Sails have signalled increased production costs and that
they can no longer subsidise freight costs. We have five sailsin
stock at $735. When these are sold the price will increase to
$845.00.

(Continued from page 1)

start of the day’s racing - probably not the ideal showcase for
the venue. Six races were held, four on Saturday, two on Sun-
day, in winds ranging from around 5 — 15 knots. Steve Pyatt
sailed convincingly (1,1,1,4,1,1) to take the event from Jim
Gilpin (2,3,2,5,1,5) and Andy Knowles (13,8,6,7,2,3). After the
regatta the ZOA Executive evaluated the venue, against the
following suggested criteria; race management experience, all
tide venue, capable of up to four races a day, fair sailing con-
ditions, sheltered launching and easy access to the sailing
area, adequate and secure rigging and storage areas, a local
Zephyr fleet, who have supported previous Nationals, social
and catering facilities, local motel accommodation and con-
tainer handling facilities.

Whilst some reservations still remained, the ZOA has con-
firmed Tauranga as the 2010 venue. Tauranga Y C requested a
prompt decision, in order to secure club facilities which are
available for outside hire.

Rob Ebert, Secretary




