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Championship Forum 

Manly Sailing Club 

9th February 2012 

Attendance; M Sargisson, T Snedden, R Ebert and some 36 

members of the Association. 

Financial Update: Tim Snedden circulated and spoke to an 

interim financial report. He noted the buoyant trading environ-

ment with a record 24 sails sold so far this financial year (from 

June 2012), plus 16 masts, 7 booms and 2 hulls. Membership is 

stable at 95 sailors, with some subs still to come in. Auckland 

Zephyr sailing remains strong, Central and Wellington steady, 

and Canterbury down somewhat. 

General Business 

Web Site: Steve Pyatt suggested investing more in web site 

development if it was felt to be a means of promoting the class. 

Rob Ebert commented that web based club management prod-

ucts such has Club Hub, which many clubs are using, were 

becoming more widely available. Successful implementation 

by the ZOA would probably require a national association at 

the expense of local Zephyr organisations. 

Hull Costs; Tim Snedden indicated adequate supplies of veneer 

for several more boats, however the allocated 80hrs to build a 

Zephyr was looking a bit lean and  may need to be revised up-

wards, meaning an increase in cost. 

Rules; Rob Ebert reminded the meeting of the rules change 

proposal from Wellington members suggesting make weights 

be returned to the transom a reversal of a recently passed rule 

change. Members commented that current rules do permit is-

sues to be voted on repeatedly and this may need to be re-

stricted in future. Steve Pyatt commented that there was some 

confusion over the previous rule change in that it was linked to 

a proposal to increase the weight limit of boats. The likelihood 

of this rule passing influenced members voting on the make 

weights position. Grant Beck commented that in the event of 

the rule change passing, forcing the return of make weights to 

the transom, sailors current with lead weights around the cen-

trecase would install heavier centrecases, or replace make 

weights with heavily reinforced centrecases, thus frustrating the 

intention of the rule. Alex Aitken queried whether hulls could 

be built to a weight at certain stages of their construction, but 

this was felt to be impractical. Currently boats are built to 

specification and are weighed before delivery. Currently boats 

are being finished within about 3.5kgs of the 57kg target and 

this was felt to be a reasonable margin for amateur finishing. 

Brian Peet offered that make weight position needs to be trans-

parent. 

Measuring Certificates; Tony Crew queried whether measur-

ing certificates needed to be submitted for National Champion-

ships, as they were rarely inspected.  

ZOA Specific Sailing Instructions; It was suggested the ZOA 

have some class provisions included in the SI’s and the easiest 

way of doing this might be to have a specific Zephyr set that 

we can pass to the host club. 

Zephyr Nationals Location; The meeting spent some time on 

how we arrange National contests. At the moment, we are still 

Editorial 
Welcome to the first West Wind of 2013. It has been a bit slow 

out of the box as the pace of family sailing has picked up. We 

were down in Nelson for the P Nationals, becoming intimately 

acquainted with the inside of Nelson Yacht Club as the wind 

blew ferociously from one direction, then the other! There may 

not have been  much sailing, but the real winner was the P 

Class itself. The P has copped a fair bit of criticism in recent 

years and its place in NZ yachting is probably now longer too 

secure, but I was impressed the its performance in the high 

winds and rough seas at the entrance to Nelson Harbour. Sev-

eral skippers capsized in 2m waves and 30knot gusts, but non-

chalantly righted their boats and kept on sailing home. Hamil-

ton Yacht Club can probably reasonably claim to be the   home 

of the P Class at present, with regular fleets of a dozen boats. 

Our kids love the boats! 

After that it was the Auckland Starling Champs at Maraetai, 

then the Zephyr Nationals at Manly. Starling Nationals in Pic-

ton are coming up. With all that, there’s not been too much 

time in the office, but I have managed a bit of follow up on 

some of the issues raised at the Manly forum. 

Web Site: I have been developing and maintaining various web 

sites for the ZOA for a long time now. My feeling is that  they 

are more a repository for class information. New sailors are 

attracted to the class by personal contacts with existing sailors, 

rather than any other sort of marketing. Increasingly, communi-

cation through the class about day to day events is being done 

through email chains such as the one Tony Miller ably main-

tains. 

Club Management Software; I have kept a watching brief over 

a variety of products aimed at managing clubs - products like 

AllTeams, ClubHub and Sportsground. All have an ability to 

register and invoice members and have a related web site for 

club activities. Properly configured, they can save considerable 

time and effort. A crude example can be seen at 

www.sportsground.co.nz/zoa.  

Measuring Certificates: The utility of submitting measuring 

certificates came up in the forum too. The requirement to have 

a certificate for the event does prompt members to ensure their 

boats comply. Rather than drop this provision, I think we need 

to take it a bit more seriously. 

ZOA Specific Sailing Instructions is another idea that we will 

enact. It does make sense to supply an NOR and SI’s to the host 

club. The RO will have the final say, but the inclusion of in-

structions that we believe make the events run more smoothly 

can only be an advantage. 

Rules: I am making steady progress on the rules, working 

through the feedback received. There are a few areas of dis-

agreement that need to be worked through and we need to de-

vise a process for having the changes to the rules made in a 

way that is not too cumbersome.  



Zephyr National Championship Winners, 2013 

Zephyr Championship Trophy Tim Snedden Zephyr Masters Trophy 60 years and over Rob Ebert 

Zephyr Championship Runner-Up Trophy Grant Beck Zephyr Masters Trophy 50 - 59 years Tim Snedden 

Zephyr Handicap Trophy Rex Maddren Zephyr Masters Trophy 40 - 49 years Mark Thomas 

Zephyr Championship Trophy - Female Carla Holgate Heavyweight Division Andy Knowles 

Thanks 
Lots of people made our National Champs a suc-

cess.  

Manly Sailing Club, Race officers and the many 

volunteers.  

PDQ Print for the program,  

Doyles Sails,  

Adhesive Technologies,  

Brian Baker and Foodstuffs for wine spot prizes. 

 

President’s Report 

Manly National Championships 

The 2013 National Championship was held at Manly Sailing 

Club with 51 contestants representing Auckland (34), Hamilton 

(1), Tauranga (7) and Wellington (9) Clubs. Tim Snedden won 

convincingly for the fourth time in a row, this time in his new 

boat "Quandary" #523. Grant Beck finished second (again) and 

Steve Pyatt third. The top woman sailor was Carla Holgate 

(Harold Bennett's daughter) finishing 6th overall, Steve Pyatt's 

daughter Susannah was 7th. Two women in the top ten is 

probably a first for the class.  

The Tauranga sailors had a good regatta with four sailors in the 

top ten including Rob Ebert (Hamilton) who now travels regu-

larly to Tauranga for racing. The standard of their fleet has 

improved and become more competitive. This is likely to con-

tinue as their top sailor Mark Thomas (5th overall) has, since 

the Nationals, taken delivery of a new hull. Geg Salthouse had 

a good regatta finishing 4th in his new boat (#526) despite not 

sailing in one race.  

Wellington sailors were down on their usual performance. The 

wind in Wellington in the months preceding the contest were 

very strong resulting in less time on the water and no doubt 

contributed to them not finishing higher up. The first half of the 

fleet  at the Nationals was very competitive and finishing 

places were very close after 45 to 50 minutes of racing.   

Rex Maddren won the Handicap trophy with a much improved 

22nd placing. Rob Ebert won the 60+ age group, Tim Snedden 

the 50+ and Greg Salthouse the 40+. 

The race committee very competently laid excellent courses 

and start lines and showed extreme patience with at times the 

variable wind conditions under a stable high pressure system - 

the generally light conditions did not suit the heavyweights 

from Auckland.  

Manly Beach was an excellent place to launch from but as the 

fleet was spread along the beach due to beach front accommo-

dations there was not as much of the usual pre-race banter with 

sailors from the various regions.  

Next year's Nationals will be at the Naval Pt Yacht club and 

already at least 10 NI sailors have indicated their interest in 

attending the contest to be held on the Lyttelton Harbour from 

Waitangi Day through the following weekend. 

Murray Sargisson 

alternating between the Nth and Sth Island - a move which 

manages the Cook Strait crossing costs for Sth Island sailors. 

However, as the class develops in each area, it was suggested 

the ZOA needs to support that area with a National Champion-

ship. The ZOA should make the decision each year in which 

region the Nationals will be hosted, then invite the regional 

group to host/organise the contest. If the Nationals were allo-

cated on the basis of fleet size, then the event would be at Tau-

ranga 2015, Worser Bay 2016, Auckland 2017. Clearly, this 

would be a significant departure from our current practice. 

Imaqes from the Manly Nationals 
 

Tony Miller has upload the many images from the 

National to Dropbox. These are large files, typi-

cally 2-3 megabytes. The image names are the 

same as on picasa, so shots of interest can then be 

downloaded for printing, cropping and general 

playing around with.  

Links to the full resolution images on Dropbox are 

here.  

https://www.dropbox.com/
l/0sKl9tPNn8BijWUmUCdPSe 

https://www.dropbox.com/l/
kH9ltDuf9fcX37pmXlbI6c 
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Zephyr National Championships 2013  
Rank Class SailNo HelmName R1 R2 R3 R4 R5 R6 R7 R8 Total Nett 

1 Zephyr 523  Tim Snedden -6.0 1.0  3.0  1.0  1.0  2.0  1.0  1.0  16.0  10.0  

2 Zephyr 511  Grant Beck 1.0  2.0  1.0  -14.0 5.0  1.0  3.0  2.0  29.0  15.0  

3 Zephyr 512  Steve  Pyatt 25.0  4.0  2.0  5.0  
(54.0

(OCS) 
3.0  9.0  4.0  106.0  52.0  

4 Zephyr 526  Greg Salthouse 13.0  10.0  
(54.0 

DNS) 
6.0  3.0  12.0  5.0  7.0  110.0  56.0  

5 Zephyr 111  Mark Thomas 9.0  8.0  -16.0 9.0  11.0  7.0  11.0  3.0  74.0  58.0  

6 Zephyr 225  Carla Holgate 2.0  13.0  6.0  13.0  15.0  6.0  4.0  -30.0 89.0  59.0  

7 Zephyr 257  Susannah Pyatt 11.0  11.0  4.0  4.0  16.0  -18.0 7.0  6.0  77.0  59.0  

8 Zephyr 304  Rob Ebert 5.0  3.0  -20.0 2.0  9.0  17.0  13.0  14.0  83.0  63.0  

9 Zephyr 520  Andy Knowles 8.0  7.0  -23.0 11.0  19.0  4.0  6.0  8.0  86.0  63.0  

10 Zephyr 32  Geoff Collins 4.0  6.0  -18.0 8.0  12.0  8.0  16.0  11.0  83.0  65.0  

11 Zephyr 11  Kelcey Gager 17.0  -24.0 8.0  3.0  4.0  5.0  19.0  10.0  90.0  66.0  

12 Zephyr 160  Andrew Copeland 10.0  -25.0 9.0  21.0  6.0  9.0  15.0  5.0  100.0  75.0  

13 Zephyr 82  Murray Sargisson 7.0  5.0  11.0  32.0  10.0  -34.0 2.0  12.0  113.0  79.0  

14 Zephyr 502  Phil Williams 3.0  -23.0 10.0  17.0  2.0  21.0  10.0  17.0  103.0  80.0  

15 Zephyr 47  Paul Pearson 14.0  15.0  5.0  12.0  -25.0 13.0  22.0  19.0  125.0  100.0  

16 Zephyr 506  Rob Bryant -31.0 28.0  13.0  7.0  7.0  10.0  20.0  18.0  134.0  103.0  

17 Zephyr 301  Colin Maddren 21.0  12.0  7.0  
(54.0 

DNF) 
17.0  33.0  8.0  9.0  161.0  107.0  

18 Zephyr 113  Rob Martin 12.0  17.0  14.0  10.0  23.0  20.0  28.0  -42.0 166.0  124.0  

19 Zephyr 157  Tony Miller 18.0  30.0  19.0  23.0  8.0  11.0  -36.0 22.0  167.0  131.0  

20 Zephyr 24  Brian Peet -29.0 21.0  12.0  19.0  21.0  29.0  21.0  15.0  167.0  138.0  

21 Zephyr 508  Craig Moss 24.0  22.0  22.0  -34.0 13.0  14.0  26.0  25.0  180.0  146.0  

22 Zephyr 84  Rex Maddren 28.0  18.0  24.0  15.0  31.0  16.0  -33.0 21.0  186.0  153.0  

23 Zephyr 109  Hansie Eicholz 19.0  19.0  17.0  28.0  24.0  30.0  -31.0 20.0  188.0  157.0  

24 Zephyr 171  David Blair 22.0  20.0  26.0  18.0  28.0  32.0  -40.0 13.0  199.0  159.0  

25 Zephyr 43  James Barker 15.0  9.0  -35.0 33.0  30.0  19.0  35.0  26.0  202.0  167.0  

26 Zephyr 182  Andy Neyle 30.0  16.0  29.0  31.0  27.0  25.0  -38.0 16.0  212.0  174.0  

27 Zephyr 519  Peter Dawson 20.0  -41.0 28.0  26.0  14.0  28.0  27.0  33.0  217.0  176.0  

28 Zephyr 34  Peter Stacey 27.0  26.0  25.0  24.0  22.0  24.0  -37.0 31.0  216.0  179.0  

29 Zephyr 46  Richard Dreverman -41.0 40.0  30.0  20.0  32.0  15.0  12.0  36.0  226.0  185.0  

30 Zephyr 525  Chris Hargreaves 
(54.0 

DNF) 
14.0  27.0  29.0  36.0  27.0  30.0  24.0  241.0  187.0  

31 Zephyr 88  Bob Smyth 16.0  33.0  -36.0 35.0  26.0  35.0  14.0  32.0  227.0  191.0  

32 Zephyr 329  Don Currie -36.0 36.0  32.0  16.0  20.0  31.0  29.0  28.0  228.0  192.0  

33 Zephyr 504  Geoff Beckman 35.0  27.0  38.0  27.0  18.0  22.0  25.0  -43.0 235.0  192.0  

34 Zephyr 179  Chris Sellars 33.0  31.0  31.0  40.0  33.0  -41.0 18.0  23.0  250.0  209.0  

35 Zephyr 21  Tony Gable 23.0  29.0  21.0  25.0  29.0  
(54.0 

OCS) 
43.0  40.0  264.0  210.0  

36 Zephyr 516  Tony Crew 26.0  -48.0 15.0  22.0  47.0  37.0  34.0  45.0  274.0  226.0  

37 Zephyr 316  Iain Aitken 39.0  -43.0 42.0  37.0  39.0  26.0  17.0  37.0  280.0  237.0  

38 Zephyr 101  Karleen Dixon 32.0  32.0  
(54.0 

DNS) 

54.0 

DNS 

54.0 

DNS 
23.0  24.0  29.0  302.0  248.0  

39 Zephyr 253  Stephen Curham 34.0  39.0  -44.0 39.0  34.0  44.0  23.0  35.0  292.0  248.0  

40 Zephyr 130  Peter Busfield 37.0  35.0  33.0  30.0  40.0  36.0  39.0  -46.0 296.0  250.0  

41 Zephyr 239  Derek Young -47.0 37.0  40.0  36.0  43.0  39.0  41.0  38.0  321.0  274.0  

42 Zephyr 155  Andrew Paterson 43.0  50.0  43.0  45.0  37.0  
(54.0 

DNS) 
32.0  27.0  331.0  277.0  

43 Zephyr 38  Peter Fletcher 44.0  38.0  37.0  44.0  42.0  38.0  -48.0 34.0  325.0  277.0  

44 Zephyr 69  Craig Smith 42.0  -46.0 34.0  38.0  38.0  45.0  42.0  41.0  326.0  280.0  

45 Zephyr 6  Nigel Lloyd -48.0 42.0  41.0  41.0  35.0  42.0  47.0  39.0  335.0  287.0  

46 Zephyr 120  Peter Truscott 38.0  44.0  39.0  42.0  41.0  43.0  45.0  -47.0 339.0  292.0  

47 Zephyr 95  Charles Clark 40.0  47.0  45.0  46.0  44.0  40.0  46.0  -48.0 356.0  308.0  

48 Zephyr 524  Andy Allison 45.0  34.0  47.0  43.0  45.0  
(54.0 

DNS) 

54.0 

DNS 

54.0 

DNS 
376.0  322.0  

49 Zephyr 185  Tony McGlennon -50.0 49.0  46.0  47.0  46.0  46.0  44.0  44.0  372.0  322.0  

50 Zephyr 26  Stuart Heslewood 49.0  -51.0 48.0  48.0  48.0  47.0  49.0  49.0  389.0  338.0  

51 Zephyr 501  David Knott 46.0  45.0  
(54.0 

DNS) 

54.0 

DNS 

54.0 

DNS 

54.0 

DNS 

54.0 

DNS 

54.0 

DNS 
415.0  361.0  

52 Zephyr 514  Jamie McDowell 
(54.0 

DNS) 

54.0 

DNS 

54.0 

DNS 

54.0 

DNS 

54.0 

DNS 

54.0 

DNS 

54.0 

DNS 

54.0 

DNS 
432.0  378.0  

53 Zephyr 19  Peter Cunningham 
(54.0 

DNS) 

54.0 

DNS 

54.0 

DNS 

54.0 

DNS 

54.0 

DNS 

54.0 

DNS 

54.0 

DNS 

54.0 

DNS 
432.0  378.0  
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Ron Bull Boats 

ZEPHYR FOILS 
The sailing season is drawing to a close.  How are your foils looking – do you need to upgrade or improve, or do you just need 

some R & M? Whichever way we can help, give us a call, we look forward to hearing from you. 
Ron Bull Boats, 19 Hobbs Rd 

Whangaparoa 

Ph: 09 428-3950, Fax: 09 424-2551 

Email:  ronbullboats@clear.net.nz 

Make Weight Rule Change Proposal 

The following has been received from six Wellington Zephyr Owners requesting a change to Rule 2.1.3. Their rationale is as 

follows; 

An unforeseen situation has arisen. Therefore, we, the undersigned, believe that the class made an error in allowing lead “make 

weights” to bring a hull up to minimum weight to be place anywhere in or on the hull.  

Rationale 
The “make weight” used to be restricted to being placed over the transom in clear view. Generally hulls were weighed in at a 

few kg over the minimum and so very few, if any boats had make weights attached. Possibly, with the advent of lighter building 

materials, but certainly since the make weight being allowed anywhere, the builders/finishers have made the hulls as light as 

possible with a view to putting make weights in the most advantageous position, centre, low in the hull. It is a well known fact 

that it is best to keep the weight out of the ends of a hull.  

Although there was considerable discussion at the time, most of us believed that if any make weight was required it would only 

be at most, one or two kg and therefore, not really an issue. However, boats currently being produced 522, 523, 524 have at least 

5kg of lead, making up around 10% of the hull minimum weight.  

The situation that has evolved was unforeseen and does make a positive difference in the sailing characteristics of the boat, espe-

cially up wind performance. These boats have a higher potential speed and it is in the classes interests to make a change. Rule 

1.3.1… to ensure that all boats have the same potential speed.  

Proposal: 

That the class revert to the old rule regarding make weight. That is….. 

2.1.3. Hulls weighing less than the minimum weight are to be brought up to weight by the addition of lead. This additional 

weight shall be attached to the upper corners of the outside face of the transom. Weights must be attached to the hull so as to 

be readily visible. 

Rule Change Voting Paper or Online at http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/YRQXZFN 

Lastname                                                                                         Firstname 

Address  

 

 

Boatnumber(s) 

Rule I agree I disagree 

2.1.3 Hull Make Weights   

Return to Rob Ebert, 15 Gilbass Ave, Hamilton. Or email to: ebertr@xtra.co.nz 

Deadline is Friday, 3rd May 2013! 


