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SUBSCRIPTIONS 2014-2015 

Subscriptions are $20 for the NZZOA, plus $10 for the Ham-

ilton, Wellington and Canterbury Association and $20 in 

Auckland. If you are outside these areas, the $20 NZZOA sub 

can be forwarded to  Tim Snedden, or Rob Ebert 

Ron Bull Boats 

ZEPHYR FOILS 

How are your foils looking – do you need to upgrade or im-

prove, or do you just need some R & M? Whichever way we 

can help, give us a call, we look forward to hearing from you. 
Ron Bull Boats, 19 Hobbs Rd, Whangaparoa 

Ph: 09 428-3950, Fax: 09 424-2551 

Email:  ronbullboats@xtra.co.nz 

Skippers Forum 
Tauranga Yacht and Powerboat Club 

13th Feb, 2015. 

Present: M Sargisson (Chair ), R Eber t, T Snedden and 40 members of the ZOA. 

General Business; 

Timing and Format of the 2016 National Championships. 

M Sargisson outlined the generally agreed rotation of the National Championships, two years in the North Island, then one year 

in the South. This would mean AZO hosts the 2016 Nationals with Chch/Sth Island in 2017. Wellington (Worser Bay) have indi-

cated interest in the 2018 Nationals. Traditionally, precise dates of the Nationals are generally at the discretion of the local or-

ganising Committee who have to deal with availability of facilities, tides and staff. 

Subsequent discussion canvassed the duration of the event and the number of races per day, the thinking being that perhaps the 

Tauranga event this year was too long a duration. Where possible, it was felt that 3-4 races per day were achievable. This would 

enable a 9 race, four day event, perhaps a weekend and two other days. – limiting the need for contestants to take leave. 

Options for the timing of the 2016 event were canvassed. Waitangi weekend 2016 clashed with the South Island Masters Games 

in Dunedin, which Chch sailors liked to support. Tony Miller offered later in the season options with the prospect of better 

breezes - the second week of the April School Holidays or Anzac weekend (late April). A show of hands on the timing sugges-

tions established that most would attend the Nationals regardless of the timing. ZOA Executive involvement in the number of 

races and the format of the event was seen as desirable. 

National Contest Wind Limits: The meeting heard the suggestion that the wind limit for the Nationals should be lowered 

from 25knots to 20knots. The informal advice to Race Officers has been for an average wind strength of 22knots, recognising 

that this would imply a range from 18-25knots. Sea conditions and skipper competence were other factors to be considered so 

that the RO should have some discretion.  

Financial Report 
Tim Snedden outlined the current financial position for the ZOA as at the end of January; 

Features; 98 members, with more to come (44 AKL, 15 Central, 19 Wgtn, 19 Canty, 1 unaffiliated). Sails – 37 sold so far this 

season compared with 24 last year. Currently no stock and a price increase from $845 to $885 for the next batch, mostly reflect-

ing an exchange rate increase. 12 Masts and 7 booms sold. Members funds at present are $63,700. Range of term deposits, rolled 

over to take advantage of interest rate changes. 

Gooseneck Height 

Some skippers are loose footing the sail in the first part of the foot by lowering their gooseneck height, the aim being to increase 

the protected sail area and boost speed. This could lead to an eventual loose footing of the sail. Feeling of the meeting was that 

this should be restricted by establishing a rule limiting the gooseneck distance from the mast sheave and requiring the sail to be 

substantially within the boom track. A Knowles to advise on rule wording. 

Glass Composite Hull 

M Sargisson updated the meeting on progress in developing the new hull, reiterating information published on the web site and 

the underlying rationale for the change. A plug was about to be constructed, led by Don Currie, over the existing jig. Focus 

would be on a plug, rather than a hull for subsequent sale. Steve Pyatt reminded the meeting that a good number of ZOA mem-

bers were interested in a fully “glass” Zephyr which was perceived as more desirable and saleable. This prompted a discussion of 

the merits etc of a full glass versus a glass/wooden deck option. A majority of the meeting favoured the current approach, with 

definite interest from some in the class for proceeding more rapidly to a fully “glass” Zephyr. It was noted that a glass/wooden 

deck Zephyr was potentially more expensive to finish off, with perhaps fewer builders interested in the work. Increased support 

for an all glass option was noted, with 29 members prepared to support a rule change allowing an all glass boat, versus 12 

against. Issues raised in discussion were the cost of the new hulls, (likely no more than at present), low volume production and 

the overall transition from wood to glass boats. 
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Zephyr National Championships 

Tauranga, 2015  

This regatta was held at the Tauranga Yacht & Power Boat Club from 10-14 February 2015. Forty-six boats fronted, with an 

unusually low turnout from the normally strong Wellington fleet.   

The measuring ritual included weighing both boats and skippers, something of a challenge as whilst the scales maxed out at 

100kgs, some of the contestants did not! 

The Championship has been won for the past 5 years by Tim Snedden, a former top keel boat skipper from Auckland. His clos-

est challenger over that period has been Grant Beck, (Auckland), one of the world’s best Olympic coaches, and also former Na-

tional Champion in a number of classes. Also expected to do well were Mark Thomas and Andy Knowles from the host club, 

Greg Salthouse and Carla Holgate (Manly), light weight flyer Steve Pyatt (Auckland), and veteran multiple National Champion, 

Murray Sargisson. Youngster Daniel Smith from Christchurch had also shown good form in the warm up races.   

As usual, the Championships started in breeze (South easterly in this case) that was almost unheard of locally - none of the lo-

cals had raced in breeze from this direction. On day one, in moderate, but gusty conditions, the single race was won by Tim, 

with Grant second, and Murray third. 

Day 2 saw more wind, still south easterly. Grant showed what he was capable of, winning both races, but only after Tim had 

capsized while in the lead at the first mark in the first race. Steve came through for second in both, with Tim third. Day 3 saw 

Tim hit back, with a win in the opening race, from Andy, and Steve. Grant struggled in 4 th. The locals were going better, with 

Mark winning the next race from Grant 2nd and Tim 3rd. Grant won the final race of the day, from Steve, with Greg 3rd, and 

Tim coming in with a 4th. 

By now, it was clearly a contest between the top 3, Grant, Tim and Steve. The rest had the odd good races, but could not match 

the consistency of the top 3.  

The wind moved to a rather more usual easterly & then the north easterly sea breeze for the last 3 races. Mark shone in the first 

one, winning from Grant, and local Geoff Collins. Tim struggled in at 6th, and Steve was even worse, at 9th. However, Steve 

made amends to win the last 2 races, 8 & 9, with Tim beating Grant into 2nd in race 8.  

In the final race, the first 3 positions could not be changed. Grant did not sail the last race. This was won by Steve, and saw a 

number of new faces in the top 10, as most of the guns went left up the first beat, only to find themselves a long way behind 

those who tacked off early. Paul Pearson was second, from Tony Miller in 3rd. Results like Tim (16th), Andy (21st), Mark (9th) 

meant that the front bunch were lucky that their earlier consistent races were able to be counted, and the last race points discard-

ed. 

So, Grant Beck won from Tim Snedden, then Steve Pyatt. Mark Thomas was top Local, in 4 th, Andy Knowles, another local 

skipper,  top heavy weight (over 90kg), in 5th, from Carla Holgate, top woman, 6th.  

The contestant dinner featured former Zephyr sailor Jimmy Gilpin as guest speaker. Jimmy took it upon himself to interview 

some past and present Zephyr sailors, whose reflections highlighted the importance of the Zephyr class to NZ dinghy sailing 

over many years. 

All up, a very successful regatta, well run by a local race management team led by Bill Whitiskie & Warren Belk with generous 

support from the members of the Tauranga Yacht and Powerboat Club.  

Andy Knowles 

Rob Ebert 

Zephyr National Championships 2016 

Proposed Programme 

After some consideration and consultation, the following has 

been suggested. Remains to be confirmed. 

Thursday 21 April pm registration, weighing etc, welcome 

BBQ. 

Friday 22 April , 3 races   

Sat 23 April 3 races formal dinner. 

Sun 24 April 3 races, prizegiving. 

Monday 25 April Anzac day, travel. 

New Hull Progress 
Work had begun on the plug for the composite-glass mould. 

The jig has been set up, keelson, transom and stem installed 

ready for planking. 



Zephyr National Championship Winners, 2015 

Zephyr Championship Trophy Grant Beck Zephyr Masters Trophy 65+ years Murray Sargisson 

Zephyr Championship Runner-Up  Tim Snedden Zephyr Masters Trophy  60-65 years Tim Snedden 

Zephyr Handicap Trophy Geoff Collins Zephyr Masters Trophy 50 - 59 years Grant Beck 

Zephyr Championship  - Female Carla Holgate Zephyr Masters Trophy 40 - 49 years Carla Holgate 

Fresh Breeze Trophy Paul Pearson Heavy Weight Trophy Andy Knowles 

Zephyr National Championship Results, 2015 (Tauranga) 

Rank SailNo HelmName R1 R2 R3 R4 R5 R6 R7 R8 R9 Total Nett 

1 511 G Beck 2 1 1 4 2 1 2 3 (47.0 DNC) 63 16 

2 523 T Snedden 1 3 3 1 3 4 6 2 -16 39 23 

3 512 S Pyatt -10 2 2 3 4 2 9 1 1 34 24 

4 527 M Thomas 5 11 4 8 1 (19.0 ZFP) 1 7 11 67 48 

5 520 A Knowles 9 7 8 2 6 9 8 11 -21 81 60 

6 522 C Holgate 6 5 6 9 -14 6 10 13 5 74 60 

7 47 P Pearson (47.0 RAF) 9 20 10 5 5 4 6 2 108 61 

8 331 D Smith 13 8 12 11 13 8 5 5 -17 92 75 

9 82 M Sargisson 3 10 13 5 -16 12 11 14 15 99 83 

10 526 G Salthouse 8 4 14 18 15 3 7 20 (47.0 DNC) 136 89 

11 32 G Collins 11 24 9 19 7 7 3 -25 13 118 93 

12 256 D Le Page 19 17 10 13 10 11 -21 8 9 118 97 

13 304 R Ebert 7 15 11 16 17 (47.0 OCS) 13 9 10 145 98 

14 508 C Moss 4 13 5 12 19 16 20 16 (47.0 DNF) 152 105 

15 188 P Busfield -24 16 7 6 9 23 15 19 12 131 107 

16 88 R Symth 16 14 -21 15 12 14 17 18 6 133 112 

17 301 C Maddren 23 (47.0 DNF) 24 7 22 15 19 24 4 185 138 

18 15 T Miller 12 (47.0 DNF) 16 20 21 29.0 ZFP 24 15 3 187 140 

19 519 P Dawson 17 6 15 14 20 30 30 10 -32 174 142 

20 109 H Eichholz 20 20 34 17 18 (35.0 ZFP) 16 4 18 182 147 

21 34 P Stacey 30 26 17 29 8 17 14 -33 22 196 163 

22 182 A Neyle -39 22 22 21 23 18 29 23 20 217 178 

23 171 D Blair -44 18 23 26 25 21 33 30 7 227 183 

24 525 C Hargreaves 14 29 27 27 24 -33 23 12 33 222 189 

25 11 T Holgate 18 21 (47.0 OCS) 23 40 24 28 28 8 237 190 

26 252 T Kite 25 -35 18 28 35 29 22 17 19 228 193 

27 113 R Martin 41 19 32 38 11 (47.0 OCS) 12 31 14 245 198 

28 124 B Faulkner 21 30 26 22 29 13 35 -36 25 237 201 

29 173 E Smith 15 -34 25 30 32 19 25 27 28 235 201 

30 84 R Maddren 31 28 28 31 26 32 18 21 (47.0 DNC) 262 215 

31 317 M Hay 28 12 30 34 28 34 -37 34 30 267 230 

32 521 R Mackay 22 23 35 24 34 -39 36 29 29 271 232 

33 257 B Baker 27 33 19 25 30 27 42 37 (47.0 DNC) 287 240 

34 239 D Young (47.0 DNS) 32 29 36 45 31 31 22 23 296 249 

35 18 K Paine 36 36 31 37 36 25 27 32 (47.0 DNC) 307 260 

36 103 I Watson 29 -39 38 32 33 28 26 39 36 300 261 

37 176 J Boraston 42 25 33 42 31 35 41 -44 27 320 276 

38 54 A Oxborrow 34 42 41 33 27 31.0 ZFP -45 45 24 322 277 

39 134 T McGlennon 32 27 36 40 44 37 38 26 (47.0 DNF) 327 280 

40 100 P Humphries 35 31 37 35 37 (47.0 ZFP) 40 38 39 339 292 

41 212 M Lemberg -43 38 40 39 42 36 34 35 34 341 298 

42 89 H Bennett 40 37 44 41 41 (47.0 OCS) 32 40 31 353 306 

43 157 E Minter 37 40 39 (47.0 OCS) 47.0 DNC 47.0 DNC 39 43 26 365 318 

44 67 N Wrinch 26 (47.0 DNS) 42 47.0 OCS 38 47.0 DNF 47.0 DNC 41 35 370 323 

45 119 S Butler 33 -43 43 43 43 40 43 42 38 368 325 

46 167 S Smyth 38 41 45 44 39 41 44 -46 37 375 329 


